The Brooklyn Paper is ‘Newspaper of the Year’ 

mine to take the entire staff out for a well- 
earned drink.” 

The SNA represents more than 2,000 
daily and weekly newspapers in both subur- 
ban and urban community markets across 
the country. The contest was judged by the 
American Press Institute. 

The award will be presented during the 
SNA’s Publishers’ and Advertisers Direc- 
tors’ Conference, in October in Philadel- 


TOP NATIONAL HONOR CITES ATLANTIC YARDS COVERAGE 


The Brooklyn Paper 

The Brooklyn Paper has been named 
“Newspaper of the Year” by one of the 
nation’s largest newspaper trade associa- 

Calling The Brooklyn Paper “strongly 
and brightly written throughout,” judges for 
the Suburban Newspapers of America spe- 
cifically praised “Brooklyn’s Real News- 
paper” for its reporting on Bruce Ratner’s 


Atlantic Yards mega-development. 

“The Brooklyn Paper’s aggressive, read- 
able coverage of local developer Bruce Rat- 
ner stood out,” they wrote, adding that The 
Paper’s “use of graphical elements . . . illu- 
minates and draws readers into stories.” 
They also loved our back pages. “Color- 


ful classifieds were accessible and reader- 
friendly,” the judges said, citing The Paper 
for “general excellence.” 

Publisher Ed Weintrob was particularly 
pleased that The Paper’s Atlantic Yards cov- 
erage was front and center. 

“This story — the biggest Brooklyn story 


in our lifetimes — is one we’ve followed 
intensely for four years, despite strong com- 
mercial pressures to do otherwise, and de- 
spite appearing to be out on a limb, given 
the determination of other New York news- 
papers to ignore it or misieport it.” 

Publisher Celia Weintrob said her staff 


“should be rightfully proud to receive this 
recognition of their outstanding work,” 
though Paper Editor Gersh Kuntzman was 
less florid. 

“It is customary for editors who bring 
home awards like this to get hefty raises,” 
Kuntzman quipped. “I will use a portion ol 
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Lawrence St tower may 
top Williamsburgh Bank 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Williamsburgh Bank Build- 
ing’s iconic clocktower would no 
longer be the borough’s tallest 
structure, if a big-time develop- 
ment company has its way. 


The Clarett Group, the firm be- 
hind the Forte condos in Fort 
Greene, submitted a proposal in 
June for a 51 -story residential build- 
ing at 111 Lawrence St., near the 
Metrotech campus Downtown. 

The Buildings Department reject- 
ed the proposal and sent it back to 


the developer for revision. 

But if the basic elements of the 
proposal remain intact, the 491 -unit 
residential tower would rise 514 feet, 
two feet taller than the legendary 
Williamsburgh Bank Building. 

The developer did not return re- 
peated requests for comment. But 


local preservationists are wary. 

“There is nothing sacrosanct about 
the specific height of the Williams- 
burgh Bank building,” said Simeon 
Bankoff, Historic Districts Council 
executive director. “It’s more of a 
case of what we want Brooklyn to 
look like. Do we want Brooklyn to be 
the mirror image of the 
Manhattan skyline?” 

In 2006, Brook- 
lynites were similarly 
aghast to discover that 
Miss Brooklyn, the 
trophy skyscraper of 
the Frank Gehry-de- 
signed 16-tower-and- 
arena Atlantic Yards 
project, would rise to 
620 feet and obscure 
views of the clock- 
tower. Later that year, 
developer Forest City 
Ratner, agreed to low- 
er its height to below 
512 feet. 

If Bankoff had his 
way, Clarett would do 

“Brooklyn was once 
called the borough of 
churches, because church 
steeples were the tall- 
est things around,” said 
Bankoff. “The notion 
of this high-rise living 
is not necessarily what 
defines Brooklyn as 
an area, as a notion, as 
a state of mind.” 
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Hits and misses at ballpark 

The Miss: The crowd reacts as Cyclones first baseman Jason Jacobs over runs a foul pop on Monday's game at Key- 
span Park (left). The Hit: Borough President Markowitz bobble-head doll, given out at Sunday's game, was a smash! 


Mayor delivers for Ratner 

After show of outrage, he OKs another $200M 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Mayor Bloomberg agreed this 
week to give Atlantic Yards devel- 
oper Bruce Ratner a $200 million 
bonus. 

The tax break is part of a package 
that purportedly seeks to cutback 

ers in upscale areas and to encour- 
age the construction of moderate in- 
come housing. 

This week’s deal, involving 
Bloomberg and leaders of the state 
Assembly and Senate — promises 
to modify legislation passed in June 


that includes a $300 million bonus 
to Ratner, now reduced by one- 
third. The bonus is in the form of a 
Ratner-only “carve-out” in 421 -a 
tax abatements. 

In June, news of the Ratner 
bonus stirred an uproar even among 
Ratner supporters, who termed it 
excessive. Ratner-booster Bloom- 
berg said it would “hurt the very 
people everybody talks about help- 
ing and gives tax breaks to a devel- 
oper that doesn’t need them and 
which we don’t have to do.” 

But this week, Bloomberg urged 
Gov. Spitzer to sign the bill — which 
includes the full $300 million Ratner 


bonus on the promise of legislative 
leaders to revise the bill after they re- 
convene in the fall. Legislators said 
that Spitzer would receive both ver- 
sions of the proposed law. 

In the first version of the bill, the 
so-called “Ratner carve-out” allow- 
ed the developer to receive a 25- 
year 421-a tax break for all 16 of his 
buildings — even the ones that in- 
clude no affordable units. 

The new version of the carve-out 
reduces the length of the tax break 
to 15 years and requires that for 
each 1,500 units built, 20 percent 
must be affordable. 

The father of the bill, Assembly- 


man Vito Lopez (D-Bushwick), de- 
clined to comment on the Atlantic 
Yards provision, hailing the larger 
bill as a long-awaited victory for low 
and moderate- income city residents. 

“This is a compromise and a very 
good bill that will create affordable 
housing all across the city,” Lopez 

Affordable housing advocates 
praised the bill. “It will create more af- 
fordable housing around the city,” said 
Deb Howard, executive director of the 
Pratt Area Community Council. As for 
Ratner, she said, “he got lucky.” 

Bloomberg declined to comment 
on the deal’s impact on Ratner. 



A man observes a car smothered by a fallen tree on Ovington Avenue, after a freak tornado stormed 
through Bay Ridge and Sunset Park on Wednesday, Aug. 8. See the story on page 14. 


Deno’s hotel 


Carney seeks rooms of his own 
as city acts to derail Thor's plan 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

City Hall wants to kill a $1.5-bil- 
lion plan to turn Coney Island into 
a fantasyland of hotels, amuse- 
ments and rides — but down on the 
boardwalk, at least one ride opera- 
tor is singing a different tune. 

“Stranger things have happened 
than a hotel atrium built around a 
Ferris wheel,” said Dermis Vourderis, 
owner of Coney’s landmarked Won- 
der Wheel ride and operator of 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park, most of 
which was recently sold to embattled 
Coney developer Joe Sitt by Vour- 
deris’ landlord Jack Ward. 

Vourderis retains a 13-year lease to 
the boardwalk park, but he told The 
Brooklyn Paper that he would con- 
sider selling his lease for the chance 
to build a Wonder Wheel hotel. 

“With creativity and a lot of mon- 
ey, it could be awesome,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the Bloomberg ad- 
ministration is reportedly considering 
a land swap with Sitt that would give 


the city rights over Deno’s and the 
adjacent 10 acres of Sitt-owned land 
in exchange for land a few blocks 
west of the amusement district, adja- 
cent to Keyspan Park. 


T he city’s failure to redevelop, 
reimagine and reinvigorate 
Coney Island is a decades- 
long calamity. Dating back to the 
Wagner administration at least, 
(and with the lone exception of 
Rudy Giuliani, who built a minor 
league baseball stadium there), 
mayor after mayor has sat idly 
while this once-vibrant, world-fa- 

for wont of investment, develop- 


Sitt would get Keyspan’s parking 
lot and the Abe Stark ice skating rink 
in the land swap, according to the 
New York Post. 


ment and wild, crazy ideas befit- 
ting the spirit of the so-called “Peo- 
ple’s Playground.” 

Given all those years of failure, 
we remain completely baffled — 
and, frankly, appalled — by the 
Bloomberg Administration’s han- 
dling of a legitimate proposal by 
Joe Sitt’s Thor Equities to redevel- 
op a vast stretch of Coney Island’s 
amusement area into a $1. 5-billion 
See WHY NOT THOR on p 6 


OUR OPINION 


Why not Thor? 


Nighttime bike race skirts rules in Prospect Park 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Once a week, Prospect Park plays host 
to an illicit scratch race for bicyclists, bar- 
ing an edgier side of a park better known 
for its picnics, dog walks and ballgames. 

The races go off without a permit and are 
not sanctioned by the Parks Department, so 
they are technically illegal. But they seem to 
be tolerated by police charged with enforc- 
ing the park’s rules. (During the hour-and-a- 
half span of a recent race, at least three cop 
cars drove by and let the race go on.) 

One gathering took shape on a weekday 
evening, already well past sundown, as cy- 
clists on fixed-gear bikes who’d heard of 
the event through word-of-mouth began 
sweeping into the Grand Army Plaza en- 
trance of Prospect Park. They arrived in 
ones and threes, their faces lit by street- 
lamps making halos in the haze. 

Congregating at the grassy triangle just 
past the entrance and leaning their track 
bikes into the grass, before they paid $3 to 
an organizer for the privilege of racing. 



1 around Prospect Park's loop for fun and prizes. 


“Some people drink, some people do 
drugs, some people read books, some peo- 
ple run — I ride my bike,” said Jed Stew- 
art, a Red Hook resident leaning on his 
Brass Knuckle bike, explaining why he 

Stewart looked like a serious cyclist, as 
did about a third of the 50-or-so competi- 
tors. They had garish Lycra skin-suits, 
muscle-bound legs, and a swagger. 

The rest were bike punks, of the two- 
wheeled messenger and gearhead variety. 
Instead of Lycra, they wore hipster hair- 
cuts, silver chains and tattoos. Helmets 
were in abundance, though by no means 
universally worn. 

As the race-hour approached, Heidi, the 
organizer, stood center-stage, in a black, 
orange and white one-piece, and an- 
nounced the rules of the game. Fireflies 
flickered among the blinking safety lights. 

“This is week four,” said Heidi. “This 
race is two laps. First through fifth place 
will get points. And, there are special 
sprinter points for the first person to pass 
me. I’ll give myself a minute’s head-start.” 


After some discussion about what con- 
stituted “passing” and a warning from Hei- 
di about staying out of the way of other park 
users, racers lined up. Volunteers positioned 
themselves on the finish line. Crickets sang 
in the background. Heidi sprinted off into 
the darkness of the 3.3-mile loop that, co- 
incidentally, is closed to motor vehicles af- 
ter 7 pm. A minute later, the rest followed. 

This is the second year that this particu- 
lar group has held under-the-radar races in 
the park. Reportedly, the originator of the 
race series, a cyclist named Tyler, ended 
his version early last year after a collision 
between a cyclist and a pedestrian left the 
cyclist with a broken bone, and the pedes- 
trian with minor injuries. 

Heidi, who has resurrected the races, 
wouldn’t comment on the record for this 
story. But she and one volunteer did warn 
cyclists to be careful and warned other 
park users to beware of the fast-moving 
racers coming around the bend. 

“As racers we take a degree of responsi- 
bility for ourselves and others,” said one 
cyclist who wished to remain anonymous. 


In an ideal world, the racers would get a 
permit, and maybe even some accident in- 
surance, said Eugene Patron, spokesman 
for the Prospect Park Alliance, which oper- 
ates the park. 

“It’s a safety issue,” said Patron. “That 
said, friends and bike clubs probably have 
informal races that we don’t know about.” 
About 15 minutes after this race began, 
the cyclists reemerged from the dark and 
began clearing the finish line, used the en- 
suing curve to slow down. Many sank onto 
the grassy triangle to catch their breath. 

“I like the competition and the speed,” 
said Dave Trimble, a Red Hook resident 
who was leaning on his Cinelli, the light 
reflecting off the sweat on his face. “And, 
[unlike most races], this one is late at night 
on a weekday, and it’s less serious.” 

After the ritual handing-out of the prizes 
— which included coffee vouchers and 
homebrew — the cyclists remounted their 
bikes. Some headed out for ice cream. 
Others headed home. 

Until next week, that is. Same time. 
Same place. 



Pizza & Winebar 
www.ovenny.com 

lunch • dinner • take-out 



60 Henry Street 
718.237.8720 
two hours free parking 
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Energy Saving 


Life's great moments 
happen spontaneously 


Everything else takes some planning 

GUARANTEED 10 YEAR TERM LIFE INSURANCE 

Coverage Amount 


i250.000.00 i500.000.00 i 1.000.000.00 

$13.35 $18.69 $28.04 

$20.69 $32.93 $51.18 


( 718 ) 451-5700 


Ceiling Fans 



Specialist in Lamp F 


Floor & Table Lamps • Lamp Shades ■ Ceiling Fans • Mirros 



WHERE TO OO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


SATURDAY 

August 1 1 



Forrest thump 

Gary Sinise, best known 
as his "Forrest Gump" 
character Lieutenant Dan 
Taylor, didn't get mad, he 
got musical. Tonight, 
Sinise and his Lt. Dan Band 
will pay tribute to the 
Brooklyn Wall of Remem- 
brance in KeySpan Park, 
which commemorates 
Brooklynites who lost their 
lives on September 1 1 . 

8 pm at Brooklyn College's 
Walt Whitman Theater (one 
block from the junction of 
Flatbush and Nostrand 
avenues in Flatbush). Tickets 

call (718) 951-4600. 


SUNDAY 

August 1 2 

Baker's 

delight 

Tonight, eight-time 
Grammy winner Anita 
Baker brings her soulful 
songs to the Seaside Sum- 
mer Concerts series. The 
Detroit-born "Sweet 
Love" singer will belt out 
hits from her 20-plus 
year career. Paired with a 
nice walk on the beach, 
this could be one roman- 
tic Coney Island night! 

7:30 pm at Asser Levy/Seaside 
Park (West Fifth Street and 
Seaside Avenue in Coney 
Island). Free. For information, 
call (718) 469-1912. 



TUESDAY 

August 14 



Book 'Boom' 

As part of the Brooklyn 
Public Library's Adult 
Summer Reading Series, 
Sunny's Reading Series 
honcho Gabriel Cohen will 
read from his latest book, 
"Boombox." If you've 
ever been annoyed with 
the sounds of the city — 
and who hasn't been this 
summer — this is a book 
you shouldn't sleep on. 

2:30 pm at the Midwood 
branch (975 East 16th St. at 
Avenue J in Midwood). Free. 
For information, call (718) 
252-0967 or visit 
www.brooklynpublidibrary.org. 


WEDNESDAY 

August 1 5 

Let's get 
'Littoral' 

Avant garde perform- 
ance space Issue Project 
Room is hosting another 
night of their "Littoral 
Series," featuring read- 
ings from Mike Topp 
and Tao Lin, pictured, 
who has two new books 
out this summer. Addi- 
tionally, Brown Wing 
Overdrive will provide 
the experimental tunes. 

8 pm at Issue Project Room 
(232 Third St. at Third Avenue 
in Gowanus). $10. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 330-0313 or visit 



FRIDAY 

August 1 7 



Spin out 

Tonight at "Tighten Up 
Brooklyn," a cast of DJs 
will be spinning an all- 
vinyl set of reggae, rock 
steady and dancehall 
tunes from classics to lit- 
tle known gems. Wear 
your best checkerboard 
outfit, knock back a Red 
Stripe and dance the 
night away like a true 
rude boy. 

10 pm at Magnetic Field (97 
Atlantic Ave. at Hicks Street 
in Brooklyn Heights). Free. 
For information, call ( 718) 
834-0096 or visit 
www.magneticbrooklyn.com. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 

Compiled by Susan Rosenthal Jay 
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The Heights’ 
stroller derby 

T Montague Street are offering a 
service to the nabe’s burgeon- 
ing community of young families 
— a stroller valet — but in doing 
so, they just might be reinforcing 
some bad behavior on the part of 
our local mommies and daddies. 

Five Guys Famous Burgers and 
Fries opened in July near Henry St., 
in a space only accessible by walk- 
ing up a flight of stairs. While its 
not a difficult climb, it is enough to 
put-off parents with a stroller load. 

Wanting to maximize their clien- 
tele, a prominent sign in its window 
encourages would-be customers to call for “Stroller Service.” 
Dial the number, and a young employee in red uniform is dis- 
patched to assist you. 

Two blocks toward the Promenade, the boutique Blue Rose 
offers the same service. Shawn Lebold, who has worked there 
since it opened in November, recognizes a need for stroller valet. 
“We do actually get a lot of strollers in the store,” she said. “A lot 
of the mommies and nannies from the neighborhood come in.” 
The gesture of extending assistance to people juggling offspring 
and life’s necessities is obviously a good thing. But with the new 
demand for “stroller valet,” it’s impossible to ignore the fact that 
strollers are bigger than ever. It’s not uncommon to see a toddler 
riding to Harry Chapin Park in something akin to a monster truck. 
Top it off with groceries, toys, umbrellas sand diaper bags , and it’s 
no wonder these patents nekl assistance. 

Parents carting an army of supplies pose a problem when 
they commandeer a sidewalk, cafe or grocery aisle. 

Jennifer Flynn, 3 1 , said she has been “boxed in” at the Heights 
Cafe on several occasions. “No one ever thinks to fold up their stroll- 
er and put it aside. It’s way 
too common to see a stroller 
used as a receptacle for their 
stuff, blocking people in and 
causing a hazard without 
much thought,” she said. 

Ryan Kulick, totes his 
son Henry, 2, to the Brook- 
lyn Heights playgrounds in 
a “Bob Sport Utility Stroll- 
er,” and appreciates its off- 
roading capabilities, even if 
it is only used on the Prom- 
enade. “It’s an easy ride, is 
not as cumbersome as some 
of the others and is quite 
maneuverable.” 

Living in the Heights, it’s no surprise to find a preponderance 
of fancy prams. But does that give parents cart blanche to com- 
promise our public space? 

Brooklyn Heights may be an idyllic neighborhood, but it is 
not the suburbs. Sidewalks are small, cafes are cozy and book- 
stores are packed to the brim. There is definitely a finite amount 
of space. Heights moms and dads should take that into account 
before investing $400 in one of these monstrosities. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Congratulations to Julian Ginos, Robert Hadad-Zlokow- 

er. Jae Lim and Howard Sider who made the Dean’s List of 
Binghamton University’s Harpur College of Arts and Sciences. 
. . . Tyro Banks was spotted getting into her SUV on Montague 
and Henry streets. Word has it she’s dating local, Utendahl Capi- 
tal Partners honcho, John Utendahl . . . The Brooklyn Chap- 
ter of the American Red Cross is looking for volunteers to 
play evacuated residents in a mock emergency exercise on Aug. 
25. Go to nyredcross.oig. E-mail: Stoop@BmoklynPaper.com 




By Juliana Bunim 



Watch the birdie 


Our photographer spotted the Christopher Columbus 
statue in front of the state Supreme Court building ac- 
companied by a feathery friend. 


Free yoga — 
by the pool 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Yogis tired of forking over 
$20 a pop to practice their 
downward dogs at the gym 
can now contort their bodies 
for free at the Floating Pool 

In an effort to promote the 
temporary recreational asset 
docked near the foot of Jorale- 
mon Street, the Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Conservancy and a 
neighborhood gym are offering 
free yoga classes three times a 
week through Aug. 30. 

The classes will be held 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9 
am, and Wednesdays at 7pm, at 
the beach alongside the Floating 
Pool Lady. 

“Whatever your fitness level, 
or taste, we’ve got something 
for you at the floating pool at 
Brooklyn Bridge Park Beach,” 
boasted Marianna Koval, the 
Conservancy’s president. 

The beach, which has been 
open since July, is also hosting 
beach volleyball, sand soccer, 
and adult swim hours. 

Judi Francis, president of the 


Brooklyn Bridge Park Defense 
Fund, a critic of the state’s plans 
for the waterfront development 
project, has been a frequent pa- 

“I go almost every day to 
swim there,” she said. “The 
problem is that it floats away on 
Sept. 3, after a mere eight 
weeks, never to be seen in the 
park again.” 

Francis asked: 

“How is it that this, the most 
expensive park to create and 
maintain, still has no plan for a 
permanent pool or ice rink or 
indoor field facility?” 

Brooklyn Bridge Park is a 
planned condominium, com- 
mercial and open space devel- 
opment stretching along the 
Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO 
waterfront. 

Be that as it may, the Conser- 
vancy estimates that more than 
45,000 have visited the beach in 
the four weeks it’s been open, 
many waiting more than an 
hour in line for the privilege of 
taking a dip. 

For more information on 
pool and beach activities, call 
(718) 222-9742. 



‘ Night Out 9 for kids, farm animats 

At the annual National 
Night Out Against Crime 
outside Borough Hall on 
Aug. 7, clockwise from 
top left: 84th Precinct 
Community Council lead- 
er Leslie Lewis receives a 
certificate of merit from 
Assemblywoman Joan 
Millman, goats charmed 
in the petting zoo, the 
Gowanus Wildcats 
danced, and Toniann 
Mannino showed off her 
freshly painted face. 







Lunch Specials Starting at $5.95 

Monday - Friday 
PARTY ROOM AVAILABLE 
FREE DELIVERY 
OPEN 24 HOURS FRI & SAT 

( 718 ) 596-5900 


ORGANIC Coloring & Perms 
Open Tues. to Sat. 10 am - 7 pm 

( 718 ) 834-1934 


Pineapple Walk 

Brooklyn Heights 


If Sid's Doesn't Have It, 

You Don't Need It! 


Celebrating Our 75th Anniversary! 


• Building 

• Electrical 

• Garden/Outdoor 

• Janitorial 


• Home Decor 

• Home Improvement 

• Housewares 

• Licensed locksmith 


• Lumber Cut-to-size 

• Pest Control 

• Plumbing 

• Tools-Hand & Power 



SID'S HARDWARE 

345 Jay Street 

(Between Tillary & Willoughby Streets) 

Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 
Open 7 Days - We Deliver 


WWW.! 



Have you seen us lately? 

• Eye Exams 

• Designer Frames 

• Contact Lenses 

• Children's Frames 

• Sunglasses 

• Sports Glasses 

Heights Vision Center 

132 Montague St. • Brooklyn Heights • (718) 852-1149 

www.doctorstuartfriedman.com 



, v to 50 % 


j by Refilling your 
L Lnvfh Inkjut, Fur ,111 J 
Q Copier Cartridges 


Each year 350 million cartridges end up in America's landfills. 

Your cartridge is empty, not broken! 

We are a 1,400 store international franchise that has been 
refilling cartridges for 15 years. We know what we are 
doing and we do it well. 


High Oualim Inkjet and Laser Toner Refills 
Free Pickup & Delivery for Qualified Businesses 


100% Satisfaction Guarantee 
or Your Money Back 

Cartridge World 

Downtown Brooklyn 

224A Atlantic Ave. 
(Near Court St.) 



Cartridge Md 


( 718 ) 554-1203 

www.cartridgeworld.com/store550 

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9am - 7pm, Sat. 11am -4pm 


Eye Exam plus 

Complete Pair of Glasses 

(frames & lenses) 

Only $ 


125 


SUMMER SPECIAL 

(Ends Aug. 31st) 

Gall For Appointment ■ Most Insurance Accepte 



362 LIVINGSTON (At Flatbush; 

718-643-0742 

OPEN MON-SAT 


GET A MAILBOX WITH BENEFITS 

in Brooklyn Heights 



The UPS Store of Brooklyn Heights 

93 Montague Street (at Hicks St) 
718-802-0900 

Mon-Fri: 8:30am to 7pm | Saturday: 10am to 5pm | Sunday: 10am to 3pm 


BOERUM HILL 

rubMt Hvliihh 


« ^ , _ _ _ ^ 231 Bergen St.: 6 bedrooms, 4.5 baths. 

(718) 596-3333 Include S s ho me-entertamment system 

See our listings: With flat-screen TV's! $3,500,000 

COBBLEHEIGHTS.COM 




Pregnant 

or need a GYN Exam? 


msiai 

Gill MWS OB/GYN for modern, private and caring service. 


Metropolitan Women Service 
OB/GYN 

Angela Wilson, M.D. 

55 Greene Ave. Suite 2B, Ft. Greene 
For Appointment Call 718-398-8100 
Open Days ~ Evenings ~ Weekends 
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Easiest way to 
keep cool is here 


T he “Double D” swimming pool 
sits between Douglass and De- 
graw street (hence the name), a 
chlorinated lake in a valley of con- 
crete and truck lots — surreal as a 
swimming pool floating in the East 
River, but no one is making post- 

The towering tenements of the 
Wyckoff Houses loom to the north, 
and low-slung, smog-colored ware- 
houses sit to the south, A church 
steeple several long blocks west in 
Carroll Gardens is the most roman- 
tic thing on the horizon. But while 
this landscape doesn’t add up to 
much when compared to the glistening East River surroundings 
of the flashy barge pool, at least a few swimmers are voting with 
their water-wrinkled feet and going to Double D. In some cir- 
cles, it has become a proudly inglorious counterpoint to Brook- 
lyn Heights Floating Lady. 

“Let’s face it, this is the least romantic place possible for a 
pool,” said Spike McClure, speaking from a plastic chaise re- 
cliner on the deck of the Double D. “But I don’t come to the 
pool for the view.” 

“If I want a view I’ll go the Promenade. If I want to swim, I’ll 
come here,” McClure concluded. 

I was hoping to get in a swim myself last Sunday when I ar- 
rived at the floating pool at 3:15 for the 3:30 swim session. 
Looking back, my naivete shocks me. The scene was like Dis- 
neyland all over again, except the only ride in sight was the on- 
ramp to the Brooklyn- 
Queens Expressway. Chil- 
dren were running back and 
forth between the pool’s 
sandy “beach” and the line 
of overheated adults, asking 
when they would be able to 
swim and if they could buy 
French fries at the conces- 
sion stand. A woman mur- 
mured into a cell phone 
about the “awesome view” 
and told at least 12 other 
people that they should 
meet her there. Other peo- 
ple scratched bug bites and 
stared crabbily ahead, at the 
long procession of backs that separated them from the glorious 
riverfront bath they had come for. A woman carrying a clipboard 
lifted a tan arm and pointed to the people snake. 

“You should have been here an hour and a half ago,” she said. 
The early bird gets the worm, indeed. I left without touching 
a drop of water, unless you count sweaL 

The next day I went swimming at the reliable Double D. A 
whistle pierced the air as I entered the pool yard. A woman had 
been caught trying to steal into the unguarded kiddie pool over a 
cheery yellow brick wall. 

“That lady jumped up the wall and so now the kids are gonna 
think they can, too,” one lifeguard remarked to another, shouting 
over the insistent twack of a handball game in Thomas Greene 
park next to the pool. 

It was a fast, refreshing swim. On the way home, I stopped on 
Columbia Street to watch the sun set. 

There was no line for that, either. 

Ariella Cohen is a staff reporter for The Brooklyn Paper 

KITCHEN SINK 

Straight outta Albany: Gov. Spitzer has signed into law a 
Brooklyn-born law that will give local Community Boards the 
right to compete for state planning grants. Zoning geeks every- 
where are rejoicing. E-mail Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 




Hook amused by sub stunt 



Police prepare to haul away artist's wooden submarine from the shore of Red Hook after it 
got too close to the Queen Mary 2, which was docked nearby. 


Big buildings on fast track 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Building projects are picking 
up pace in Carroll Gardens as 
city officials consider a preser- 
vation-minded change in zoning 
that would limit the size of new 
buildings. 

If passed, it would force de- 
velopers to change their plans to 
fit with new low-rise regulations 
— potentially costing them hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars in 
condo sales and architectural 

“Look at the number of build- 
ings under construction, it’s a 
race against the clock for them,” 
said Maria Pagano, president of 
the Carroll Gardens Neighbor- 


hood Association and an advo- 
cate of the rezoning, which 
would limit building heights to 
50 feet, or five-stories, across a 
broad stretch of the Brownstone 
neighborhood. 

It will take at least another 
eight months for the proposed 
change to become law. Buildings 
that have foundations dug before 
the change is made will be 
grandfathered in under the cur- 
rent rules, which allow buildings 
to rise 70 feet. 

A worker on the site of a resi- 
dential development at 100 Lu- 
quer St. said that the project — 
which would be illegal under the 
proposed zoning — was running 
at top speed. 

“We are going to be working 


full days from now on,” he said. 

The tower, designed by post- 
modern starchitect Karl Fischer, 
will rise between Clinton and 
Henry streets near the BQE. 

A half a block away on the 
comer of Luquer and Henry 
streets overlooking the highway, 
construction has begun on a 60- 
foot residential building. That 
building would be also be illegal 
under the rezoning. The building 

On the other side of the 
neighborhood, builders are put- 
ting finishing touches on a 
blocky 55-foot condo at 342 
Bond St. near the Carroll Street 
bridge. Building plans for a con- 
troversial 70-foot condo building 
at 360 Smith St. have already 
been approved and engineers 
were on the site this week doing 
preliminary work. 

The Department of City Plan- 
ning declined to give any details 
on a timeline for a Carroll Gar- 
dens rezoning. A spokeswoman 
said that officials “recognize the 
need to study Carroll Gardens 
and work with community and 
elected officials to address the 
zoning.” 

Carroll Gardens is not the 
only neighborhood that has ap- 
proached the city with a rezon- 
ing proposal, creating a demand 
for planning services that Pagano 
and others worry will slow the 
tortoise-like process even more. 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Marine mischief agrees 
with Red Hook. 

A homemade submarine’s 
red-alert encounter with the 
Queen Mary 2 was a cause for 
celebration this week, with resi- 
dents cheering the stunt and 
even offering to help cover le- 
gal bills for the sub’s maker — 
a Carroll Gardens artist who 
was apprehended by a flotilla of 
federal and city security agents 
after attempting to shoot a 
video of himself against the 
gargantuan white belly of the 
Red Hook-berthed cruise ship 
for an upcoming gallery show. 

“I was tremendously im- 
pressed,” said Zeph Courtney, 
who began celebrating submarine 
maker and artist Phillip “Duke” 
Riley’s feat even before it oc- 
curred. “He told us he couldn’t 
tell us too much because of secu- 
rity stuff,” Courtney said. 

It turned out Riley had every 
reason to be worried about “se- 
curity stuff.” The artist had not 
notified the police or Coast 
Guard before launching his 
submarine — a plywood and 
fiberglass replica of America’s 
first, an oak, egg-shaped Revo- 
lutionary- War-era vessel known 
as the “Turtle.” But when the 
eight-foot sub veered into the 
security zone of the Cunard 
luxury liner, they noticed — 
and Bliley, who managed to bob 
within 200 feet of the cruise 
ship’s bow, ended his water- 
borne performance in custody, a 
team of federal and local cops 
surrounding him. 

On Friday and Saturday, as 
TV newscasters and the daily 
tabloids ridiculed the “sub stan- 
dard” stunt as the work of 
“stooges,” Red Hook celebrated 
the bizarre act of what NYPD 
Police Commissioner called 
“marine mischief.” 

“It was jubilant on Van Brunt 
Street,” said Chris Curen, who 
watched the spectacle from a 
waterfront pier. 

“I felt kind of proud to see his- 
tory being used in such a creative 
way,” added Josie Hiller, a histo- 
ry student living in Red Hook 

Hiller said that she would 
contribute cash to cover the 
artist’s legal fees, if need be. 

“It’s free speech,” she said. 

Riley, who built his sub in a 
woodworking studio on Pier 41 
in Red Hook, received summons- 
es from the NYPD and the Coast 
Guard for violating a safety zone, 
creating a hazardous condition 
and operating his mdderless sub 
recklessly. He will appear in 
court on Aug. 28. 
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Whitman’s not 
falling just yet 


Barking mad over fountain 

Owners of hot dogs seek relief in Ft. Greene Park 


T he Housing Authority swears 
up and down it has no plans to 
convert the Whitman/Ingersoll 
Houses into private condos. Why, 
then, have these rumors persisted? 

First, as Ed Brown, the head of 
the Ingersoll Tenants Association, 
pointed out, public housing tenants 
have ample fodder for existential 
anxiety. They’ve watched their neigh- 
borhood transform into one of luxury 
condos, multi-million-dollar brown- 
stones, and $3.25 lemonades. Where, 
exactly, are they supposed to fit in? 

Then there’s another issue at 
play: the blogosphere. On Aug. 2, 
in a posting entitled, “What’s really 
going on at the Ingersoll Houses?” 

Brownstoner.com reported that Ron Hershco (developer of the 
luxury high-rise, the Oro) told a meeting of local real estate 
types at the Brooklyn Historical Society that the public houses 
would be converted to middle-income units. 

Brownstoner’s report was picked up by other online outlets. 
As the saying goes, a lie can travel hif way around the world 
before the truth gets its boots on. A couple of hours later, Brown- 
stoner later posted a correction: “We just received the following 
statement from Ron Hershco’s attorney. ‘Ron answered the ques- 
tion based on what he had been told by Bob Scarano a couple of 
years ago. He has no current information regarding the Housing 
Authority’s plan. We apologize for any confusion.’ 

This isn’t the first time Brownstoner helped spark hysteria by 
failing to use the telephone. 
On July 27, it posted an arti- 
cle — “llegal paint job on 
landmarked block of Clinton 
Hill” — alongside a photo 
of a lovely brownstone par- 
tially painted white. The en- 
suing online uproar was 
deafening. Fortunately, the 
Daily News walked over to 
the house and asked its 82- 
year-old owner what was 
going on. It turned out the 
white substance was primer. 

“Blogs sure got the word 
— the wrong word — out 
very quickly,” said Housing 
Authority spokesman Howard Marder, of the Whitman/Ingersoll 
Houses incident. The right word, according to Marder, is that the 
city has no plans to turn over the houses to private developers. 

“I’ve been saying that for five years,” said Marder, in frustra- 
tion. He’s been saying it ever since the city began a $150-mil- 
lion modernization of the buildings. The refurbishment of the 
apartments and their 61 elevators has necessitated moving resi- 
dents out of their homes in stages. The city has promised tenants 
that they will return starting this fall. 

Given the often-rocky relations between residents of public 
housing and the city, and the insane pace of development in the 
neighborhood, it’s no surprise that those being moved out are 
somewhat dubious. 

The higher that anxiety level, the more incumbent it is upon 
us — professional journalists and citizen-journalists, — to at 
least try to discern the truth. 

Dana Rubinstein is a staff reporter for The Brooklyn Paper 

KITCHEN SINK 

The Clinton Hill Co-op is hosting its annual block party on 
Aug. 11 from 11 am to 7 pm, featuring kiddy rides, karaoke, 
dancing and free food and drinks, on Clinton Avenue, between 
Willoughby and Myrtle avenues. ... Habana Outpost, Fort 
Greene’s eco-eatery, will unveil its new water reclamation fea- 
ture on Aug. 25. E-mail: Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 




By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Fort Greene dog owners have had it up 
to their snouts with the Parks Department, 
which has failed to deliver a new doggie 
water fountain to Fort Greene Park, even 
though the funding for it was allocated 
three years ago. 

“I understand it’s a little thing,” said 
Nancy Peterson, the president of Fort 
Greene Park Users and Pets Society 
[PUPS], the organization of more than 300 
dog-owners that lobbied Councilwoman 
Letitia James (D-Fort Greene) for the 
$5,000 allocation. “But you know what? 
Other parks have gotten it done.” 

The Parks Department confirmed that 
Hillside Park in Brooklyn Heights already 
has two fountains that can accommodate 
both dogs and humans, just like the fountain 
that was slated for Fort Greene Park. 

In the meantime, the PUPS and their pup- 
pies have had to make do with the existing 
doggie fountain in Fort Greene Park, a 
three-foot-tall green cube with a spigot at- 
tached that empties water into a drain-less 
metal basin. Dogs end up drinking the water 
that pools there, and which often gets mixed 
with mud and sticks. 

“When it’s hot out, it gets really nasty,” 
said Amy Hecht, another PUPS member, as 
she walked her dogs Diego and Carly in the 
park on a Thursday morning. 

About 50 other dogs and owners were also 
stretching their legs in the park. Many ended 
up at the aforementioned water fountain, 
where owners had their hands full shooing 
their dogs away from the pool of fetid water 
and towards the spigot spewing fresh water. 

The Parks Department acknowledges that 
it has taken a bit longer than normal to 


spend the funds for the new fountain. 

“It usually does not take such a long time, 
and we are now trying to expedite the 
process and make up for lost time,” said 
Phil Abramson, an agency spokesman. 

Abramson chalked up the delays to bu- 

“The installation of a new fountain with 
drainage is a larger project than is done in- 
house, hence the need for a contractor,” he 
explained. “But $5,000 is too small of a job 


to have its own contract so we’re combining 
it with improvements to the park’s basket- 
ball courts. It is currently out to bid and we 
hope to have a contractor in place so work 
can begin in the fall.” 

But Peterson, the PUPS president, wasn’t 
buying it. 

“I understand bureaucracy, but this is 
ridiculous,” she said. “Just someone hook 
up the fountain, put in a drainage field, and 
let’s move on.” 



Buckeye and Maya (with their mistress Courtney) at the current dog fountain, 
which lacks a drainage system. 


Median wanted for Carlton Ave. 


Residents: two-way street is dangerous 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The city will lay down a 
concrete median along a busy 
Fort Greene avenue this fall, 


completing a six-month trans- 
formation of a thoroughfare 
that is supposed to make the 


street safer, but which has, in 
the interim, made it more per- 
ilous for pedestrians, accord- 
ing to one resident. 

In May, the Department of 
Transportation began imple- 
menting a Community Board- 
approved plan to turn Carlton 
Avenue, between Park and 
Myrtle avenues, from a one- 
way speedway into a two-way 
street. But an integral part of 
that plan — the concrete medi- 
an down the center — was left 
incomplete. 

The result, according to Carl- 
ton Avenue resident Robert 
Poles, is a pedestrian nightmare. 

“The block continues to suf- 


fer speeding, only now two- 
way speeding,” said Poles. 

Poles would rather the city 
scrap the whole plan and just 
put down speed humps and 

But, as Ted Timbers, a 
spokesman for DOT, pointed 
out, the city’s strategy for the 
avenue has the support of a 
broad consensus of the commu- 
nity, Poles excepted. 

“The Borough President, the 
Community Board, elected offi- 
cials, all are on the same page 
on this project,” said Timbers. 
“We’ve got a good consensus 

Timbers said the median 
would be complete by this fall. 
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Ratner robbed at Atlantic Yards 


• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 
I • web cams- watcn your do? play 
I • curbside pick up and drop off 
I • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
I • individual attention 

[ • multi-pet S long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndogbouse.com 


By Gersh Kuntzman, 
Ariella Cohen and 
Chris Cascarano 

The Brooklyn Paper 

One of Bruce Ratner ’s At- 
lantic Yards construction sites 
was robbed of hundreds of dol- 
lars in equipment, cops said. 

According to the police re- 
port, Forest City Ratner Compa- 
nies said that unknown perps 
entered the construction site — 
on Pacific Street, between Fifth 


POLICE BLOTTER 


and Sixth avenues — between 
1 :30 pm on Aug. 1 and 9 am on 
Aug. 3 and stole two $300 saws, 
two $300 drill sets, a $500 gen- 
erator, and a $400 hammer. 

It is unclear why no one ap- 
parently noticed the alleged 
crime for most of the day Wed- 
nesday and all of Thursday be- 
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85 Court Street m 
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HOUSEWARES 


fore it was reported to the 78th 
Precinct on Friday morning. 

The company official who 
reported the incident to police 
declined to comment to The 
Brooklyn Paper. 

BAM bust 

Thieves broke into the 
Garfield Place apartment of 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
President Karen Brooks Hop- 
kins and stole thousands in fan- 
cy jewels on July 27 , cops said. 

Hopkins told police that the 
break-in at the apartment, which 
is between Seventh and Eighth 
avenues, occurred between July 
27 and July 30 and resulted in 
the loss of a long string of white 
pearls, a short pearl choker, a 
rose gold watch, a diamond 
watch, a large round diamond, 
pearl earrings, a silver chain, a 
liquid silver necklace and, sacre 
bleu, a medal once given to by 
the French government. 

Choirboy crime 

A church’s office on Carroll 
Street at Hicks Street was bro- 
ken into on the night of Aug. 4, 
police said. 

The hoods broke into the 
holy cubicle through a window, 
breaking an air-conditioning 
unit. After damaging two desk 
drawers open, the hoods ran out 
through a kitchen door. They 
broke that door too. Nothing 
was reported missing. 

Pet store bandit 

Two armed robbers charged 
Court Street 



man they found a knife, brass 
knuckles, and marijuana in his 
pockets. 

Hungry hit 

A Papa John’s delivery boy 
was robbed of a large pizza on 
August 8 at 10 pm on Clinton 
Street near Mill Street, police 

The pizza man was knocked 
off his bike by the robber, who 
took the pizza and ran. The 
hood didn’t take any cash from 
the delivery boy. 

Sword dancer 

A Second Street resident lost 
a laptop computer, a digital 
camera, a video camera and a 
decorative sword in a daylight 
break-in on July 30. 

Cops said the perp or perp 

^ the flat, which is at Fifth AV- 
I' enue, between 9:30 am and 9 
pm. The decorative sword was 
valued at $100, but had vast 
personal value, a source said. 


Force against crime 


84th Precinct Officers Sharon Palacia, David Gong, Benny 
Ocasio and Jim Gipson with kids Evan Goldstein, 9, Alexan- 
dra Kirtchuk, 7, Joseph Fandel, 8, at the National Night Out 
Against Crime, outside Borough Hall on Aug. 7. 
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PARK SLOPE JEWISH CENTER 


near Luquer Street on Aug. 8 at 
1 1 :40 am and held up the clerk, 
police said. The robbers threat- 
ened the 19-year employee with 
a black handgun and locked 
him in the basement while the 
cash register was emptied. 

The clerk remained in the 
locked basement until someone 
heard him yelling. 


Karl-ching. 

A 15 year-old lost his bike 
when a hood he appeared to 
know knocked him off onto the 
ground and sped off on the silver 
and black Mongoose, police said. 

The heist happened on Aug. 1 
at 8 pm in Coffey Park at Dwight 
and Columbia streets. The \ ' 
told police that the boy’s 
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WINDSOR TERRACE, KENSINGTON 


Deeper look at 
Domino history 


GUEST 

COLUMN 



Tom Gilbert 


L ast week, in Part I of this story, 
we promised to tell you how 
north Brooklyn survived the 
Great Depression, why Coca-Cola 
is sweetened with com syrup, 
where the Metropolitan Museum 
got all those Impressionist paint- 
ings and how tens of thousands of 
Puerto Ricans and Dominicans 
came to live in Williamsburg. 

It is impossible to answer any 
of these questions without know- 
ing the story of the Havemeyer 
family sugar fortune and the 
greatest Havemeyer of them all, 
the peerless monopolist and rob- 
ber baron H. O. Havemeyer. 

Today, we live in a country in 

which trust, as in antitrust, is a very bad word. With a few excep- 
tions — public utilities like Con Edison and Keyspan, and Ma- 
jor League Baseball — business monopolies are illegal. In the 
latter years of the 19th century, however, busts were a fact of 
everyday life. There was a beef bust, an oil bust and even a 
whiskey bust. These were business arrangements under which a 
small number of capitalists manipulated markets, setting prices 
and wages for an industry. One of the greatest of these was the 
Sugar Trust, largely conbolled by one man, H. O. Havemeyer. 

Throughout the 1880s, his brother Theodore — remembered 
by some as the patriarch of American golf — had gobbled up 
most of the east coast competitors to the family sugar compa- 
ny, creating the world’s largest sugar refinery along the East 
River. Not satisfied with profiting from the sweat of hundreds 
of thousands of poor Caribbeans, Theodore ruthlessly exploit- 

ed American workers in 

Greenpoint and Williams- 
burg, at times calling in the 
police to fire at striking la- 
bor unionists. Some of 
them shot back and the 
cobblestones of Kent Av- 
enue ran red with blood. 

“The men were blindly 
led to strike by agitators, 
by Socialists and Commu- 
nists,” he told the Brook- 
lyn Daily Eagle.” 

In 1891 H. O. Have- 
meyer succeeded to the ti- 
tle of “Sugar King,” form- 
ing the American Sugar 
Refining Company, maker of the famous Domino brand. Un- 
der H. O., American Sugar gained conbol of the Cuban and 
Hawaiian sugar cane fields, as well as all of the western U.S. 
markets. As he expanded into coffee, banks and raiboads, 
Havemeyer became so bulletproof that he thumbed his nose at 
a subpoena from the U.S. Senate — he was arrested, put on 
trial and, ultimately, acquibed. In 1898, when the Cuban fight 
for independence from Spain began to hurt his business to the 
tune of $200 million per year, he demanded and got American 
military intervention. 

According to the Encyclopedia of New York City, “the 
American Sugar Refining Company account[ed] directly and 
indirectly for 98 percent of the national production by 1907.” 
H. O. Havemeyer also used his vast political influence to 
bring about tariffs on imported refined sugar, while exempting 
the raw sugar imports that fed his refinery. “The tariff is the 
mother of busts,” he blandly explained. 

As any economist will tell you, monopolies are inefficient 
and, in time, will bring about their own destruction. This was 
also true of the Sugar Trust, but while it lasted, H. O. Have- 
meyer’s life’s work made him an immense amount of money. 

To be fair, not all of its net effects were evil. Nothing as big 
and as complex as the Sugar Trust can be all good or all bad. 
During the Great Depression of the 1930s, while millions of 
American workers nearly starved, thousands of families in 
north Brooklyn put food on the table thanks to jobs at Ameri- 
can Sugar. Even today, it is hard to find a longtime resident of 
the neighborhood who did not work at the refinery or who 
cannot name a relative who did. 

In 1932 and 1933 — in the midst of the Depression — the 
company made record profits. Employing over 5,000 men and 
women, American Sugar was considered one of the stablest 
and best-run companies in the country. 

Before WWB, sugar served as the sole sweetener of soft 
drinks, candy and baked goods. Without significant competi- 
tion from artificial sweeteners, beet sugar or com syrup, cane 
sugar consumption reached an all-time high. 

Next week: The conclusion of the story, including what 
Mrs. Havemeyer did with her husband’s money, how Edgar 
Degas paid the rent, what happened to the Caribbean cane 
fields and why no sugar is being refined at the Domino Sugar 
refinery today. 

Tom Gilbert is a Greenpoint-based historian and writer. 



Storm may have caused collapse 


Neighbors out 
on street: We 
saw it coming 

By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

While the Park Slope area 
was spared any tornados during 
Wednesday’s killer storm, a 
South Slope building did col- 
lapse — possibly because of 
the torrential rain. 

Now, a family has been or- 
dered to evacuate its home after 
the three-story building’s wall 
went down. They say they’ve 
been warning the city and the 
building’s owner about its dan- 
gerous state for years. 

“I was in the basement of my 
house in my music studio, 
when I heard a noise like some- 
one dragging a large piece of 
furniture across the ceiling 
above me, except that it went 
on for 20 seconds, and you 
could feel the house shaking,” 
said Andrew Mason, who, 
along with his parents, wife and 
two young children, had to va- 
cate his home on Wednesday. 

“I ran upstairs to see what was 
happening, and when I realized 
there wasn’t anything going on 
in my house, I looked out the 
front door,” recalled Mason. “It 
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This abandoned building on Jackson Place partially collapsed on Wednesday afternoon. 


was just white dust. I got a wash- 
cloth to cover my face, and I 
knew right away what had hap- 
pened — we had kind of been 
excepting something like this for 

Indeed the house next door, at 
18-20 Jackson Place, between 
1 6th Street and Prospect Avenue, 
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has been a source of anxiety in 
the neighborhood for at least two 
years — ever since it was sold for 
$1.1 million to a development 
group called J1 Development 
LLC. Since then, the owners 
have submitted at least three con- 
struction plans to the Buildings 
Department, all of which have 
been denied. Meanwhile, the 
house has been gutted and left 
open to the elements. 

About a year ago, according 
to Mason, a crack began devel- 
oping along the northeast wall. 

“It just kept getting bigger 
and bigger,” said Mason. “From 
my backyard, you could see the 
interior of the house, which 
they had gutted, and you could 
see that wall starting to bow.” 

Mason said he proceeded to 
send letter after letter and photo 
after photo to local elected offi- 
cials and to the Buildings De- 
partment. 

“The buildings inspectors 
would tack some violation on 
the door, and aside from the vi- 
olations sitting there getting wet 
in the rain, nothing ever hap- 
pened,” said Mason. 

John Rice, who lives two 
houses down from the col- 
lapsed building, expressed sim- 
ilar frustration. 

“Between snow storms and 
garbage and crackheads, and a 
family of raccoons living there, 
it’s been a very problematic 
building. . . .We knew this was 
going to happen, we’ve been 
telling everyone it was going to 
happen, and finally it did hap- 
pen. That no one was killed is 
just amazing.” 

Mark Zeldin, the developer, 
was reached on his cell phone 
on Thursday, but said he was in 
the Department of Buildings of- 
fices and could not talk. 

“No comment at this time,” 
said Zeldin. “We’re going to 
knock [the rest of the building] 
down today.” 

The Buildings Department 
confirmed that the city’s Depart- 
ment of Housing and Preserva- 
tion Development would com- 
plete demolition of the building. 

In a statement, the depart- 
ment said, “While the cause of 
the partial collapse has yet to be 
determined, preliminary reports 


indicate that storm conditions 
and torrential rain may have 
contributed to the collapse.” 
Meanwhile, Mason’s family 
has been staying with the Rices. 
They still have no idea how 
long the vacate order will last, 
See STORM on page 4 
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Ratner robbed at Atlantic Yards 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

One of Bruce Ratner’s At- 
lantic Yards construction sites 
was robbed of hundreds of dol- 
lars in equipment, cops said. 

According to the police re- 
port, Forest City Ratner Com- 
panies said that unknown perps 
entered the construction site — 
on Pacific Street, between Fifth 
and Sixth avenues — between 
1 :30 pm on Aug. 1 and 9 am on 
Aug. 3 and stole two $300 
saws, two $300 drill sets, a 
$500 generator, and a $400 
hammer. 

It is unclear why no one ap- 
parently noticed the alleged 
crime for most of the day 
Wednesday and all of Thursday 
before it was reported to the 
78th Precinct on Friday morn- 
ing. 

The company official who 
reported the alleged burglary 
told The Brooklyn Paper that he 
could not speak to the press 
about the reported incident. 

BAM bust 

Thieves broke into the 
Garfield Place apartment of 
Brooklyn Academy of Music 
President Karen Brooks Hop- 
kins and stole thousands in fan- 
cy jewels on July 27, cops said. 

Hopkins told police that the 
break-in at the apartment, 
which is between Seventh and 


lace and, sacre bleu, a medal 
once given to by the French 
government 

Hand job 

A perp was arrested for 
stealing a handtruck from a 
Sixth Avenue church in a 
brazen midday theft on Aug. 1 , 
cops said. 

A witness to the robbery told 
cops that she saw the thug — 
who was arrested minutes after 
the 11:40 am heist — leaving 
the church basement with the 
orange hauling device. She 
called cops, who canvassed the 
area and got their man, a 51- 
year-old. 

Spa bummer 

A popular Fifth Avenue day 
spa lost a laptop computer off a 
front reception desk in a quick, 
closing-time theft on July 30. 

Cops said that three men 
rushed into the store at around 
6:10 pm and grabbed the laptop 
off the spa’s front desk — a 
quick-hit crime that has been 
occurring with increasing regu- 
larity along commercial av- 

Indeed, the next day, a kid’s 
clothing store lost its laptop in 
a remarkably similar heist. 

A worker at the kid’s store, 
between 13th and 14th streets, 
told cops that two men entered 
at around 3:15 pm, unplugged 
the laptop, grabbed two cell- 
s and left. 



Force against crime 


84th Precinct Officers Sharon Palacia, David Gong, Benny 
Ocasio and Jim Gipson with kids Evan Goldstein, 9, Alexan- 


Another apartment — this 
one on President Street be- 
tween Third and Fourth av- 
enues — was robbed on the 
same day. Cops said the thief 
or thieves broke the deadbolt 
on the front door during their 3 
pm heist, which yielded a 
$3,000 laptop, a $400 black di- 
amond necklace, a $300 digital 
camera and a checkbook. 

Sword dancer 

A Second Street resident lost 
a laptop computer, a digital 
camera, a video camera and a 
decorative sword in a daylight 
break-in on July 30. 

Cops said the perp or perp 
entered through a window of 
the flat, which is at Fifth Av- 
enue, between 9:30 am and 9 
pm. The decorative sword was 
valued at $100, but had vast 
personal value, a source said. 

Twilight mug 

Four thugs surrounded a 51- 
year-old man and mugged him 
for $80 on July 25, cops said. 

The victim told police that 
he was walking on Sterling 
Place between Sixth and Sev- 
enth avenues at around 7 pm 
when the men surrounded him. 

One of the thugs roughed 
him up a bit, and stole the cash 
from his pocket before the en- 
tire gang ran away. The man 
was not hurt badly, cops said. 

Copper is gold 


Hospital pain 

A purse belonging to a 
woman visiting a patient at New 
York Methodist Hospital was 
stolen from a room on July 30. 

The 72-year-old victim told 
cops that she was in the room 
at the Sixth Street hospital at 
around noon, but left for a few 
minutes. When she returned, 
her bag — containing credit 
cards, keys, ID and $32 — was 
gone. 

Hospital security made the 
rounds, but turned up nothing, 
cops said. 

Wheely bad time 

At least three cars were 
stolen off Park Slope streets last 
week. Here’s the wheel story: 

• A Pittsburg woman parked 
her 2000 Honda Civic on First 
Street at Sixth Avenue at 
around 7 :30 pm on July 3 1 , but 
when he returned to it on Aug. 
3, it was gone. Cops did not put 
a value on the car, but old Hon- 
da Civics disappear at a higher 
rate than other cars, police 
records show. Some law en- 
forcement sources have specu- 
lated that the simple economy 

souped-up hot rods than other 
models. 

• A Pacific Street man parked 
his 1997 Suburu on Seventh 
Avenue between 13th and 14th 

around 10 am on Aug. 
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Is it Bay Ridge 
Syndrome? 

T he recent violent crimes in Bay 
Ridge, and general lack of in- 
formation available to the pub- 
lic about them, have caused some 
residents to call this reporter out. 

“Enough with the Harry Potter 
stories,” one of my faithful readers 
told me. “Do your job and find out 
what is going on with all of this vi- 
olence in my neighborhood.” 

Do my job? Alright, I’ll just put 
on my Magnum P.I. flora-colored 

get to the bottom of the crime wave. 

(Cue “Murder She Wrote” theme 
song.) 

But seriously, this isn’t easy. 

“The police aren’t saying much” didn’t sit well with my reader. 

“Then what the hell IS your job?” he asked. “My neighbors 
are in the dark and people are beginning to think the worse.” 

The man had a point. The recent wave of violent crimes has 
been followed with little of no information. But whose fault is 
it, the police for not keeping the public in the know, or the local 
media for not digging enough? 

That question may be debatable, but the belief that the com- 
munity is desperate for more information is unquestioned. 

Residents have been on edge this summer about the two vio- 
lent crimes only weeks apart. 

First there was the masked intruder who, according to police, 
raped an off-duty police officer at knifepoint after breaking into 
her Brooklyn apartment on June 20. 

Then popular real estate broker Magdy Okelly, 5 1 , was found 
stabbed to death at his 100th Street home in the Fort Hamilton 

No arrests have been 
made, and police have re- 
mained tight-tipped. 

This silence has fed into 
that cyberspace bastion of 
free market rumor monger- 
ing — the local blog — 
which echoed the senti- 
ments shared by my readers. 

It’s been Yellow Hooker’s 
observation that bloggers 
have a tendency to be sensa- 
tionalist an are sometimes 
uninformed. Still, more often 
than not, they have their fin- 
ger on the pulse of the com- 
munity vibe. 

Last week the blogger (or citizen journalist as some prefer to 
be called) who wears the moniker “The Bay Ridge Rover” 
(http://thebayridgerover.blogspot.com) accurately described the 
current atmosphere of paranoia. 

“Even more unsettling than the recent robbery-homicide of 
local businessman Okelly in his home is the lack of information 
surrounding it,” declared the Rover. “A public completely in the 
dark has ramped up speculation regarding the circumstances sur- 
rounding Okelly’s murder, and the still unsolved sexual assault 
of an off duty police officer — all of which took place less than 
a month apart.” 

The “Rover” is right about the rumors. The void in informa- 
tion has opened the door to speculations of everything from or- 
ganized crime, to roaming street gangs, to a prostitution ring. 

This blogger’s final analysis may be a smudge Orwellian, but 
it does touch on the overall chatter still heard in local coffee 
shops. “Bay Ridge’s latest incident, in what’s been an unnerving 
series of violent crime, claims another victim — an informed 
community,” concluded the Rover. 

The growing frustration over the lack of information is under- 
standable, and no one gets it more than this reporter. 

As for the question of who owns responsibility, Yellow Hooker’s 
believes that while both the police and the media can always do 
more to dig for truth and keep the public informed, there is some- 
thing far worse than no information — the wrong information. 

Sometimes prudence is the better route, and in the case of 
these two crimes, it appears that there just isn’t a lot of informa- 
tion immediately available (especially for public consumption 
as far as law enforcement is concerned. 

In the meantime, residents are doing this community a serv- 
ice by holding local law enforcement, as well as this neighbor- 
hood reporter’s feet to the fire. 

Matthew Lysiak is a regular contributor to The Brooklyn Paper 

KITCHEN SINK 

The hot weather has brought out the critters. Raccoon sight- 
ings have been on the rise over the last two weeks with the hot 
weather, and loose garbage, to blame. ... A condo occupying the 
first and second floors of two attached buildings, at 8622 
Parkway and 1 5 Bay 29th St., is on the market for $15 mil- 
lion. . . . Nice wheels. A vintage Soviet army surplus Dnepr mo- 
torcycle outfitted with a sidecar has been recently been spotted 
(and photographed) parked outside of Skinflints, at the comer 
of 79th Street and Fifth Avenue by Bay Ridge’s newest blogger 
“Right in Bay Ridge”. . . . Our pal Anna Yeo was just named to 
the Dean’s List at Binghamton University, congrats to you Anna. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com 
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Neighbors demand arborcide 


Phone: (718) 946-9200 
Fax: (718) 266-0888 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

While residents in Brooklyn 
Heights are trying to save a tree 
threatened by their co-op board, 
here in Bay Ridge, neighbors 
are looking to cut one down. 

A White Birch — planted in 
the backyard at 1026 Bay Ridge 
Parkway some 30 years ago — 
has grown into a 60-foot mon- 
ster whose shedding seeds have 
been wreaking havoc on gardens 
and ponds, and terrorizing resi- 
dents for several years, at least 
according to neighbors who re- 
side under its hefty shade. 

“For years now I’ve been tol- 
erating it, and tolerating it, and 
tolerating it, but now I am sick of 
it,” said 85-year-old resident Bill 
Home. “Heck, I am not going to 
tolerate it anymore.” 

The White Birch is known to 
arborists as an elegant tree with 
triangular leaves and bright 
creamy white bark. The tree’s 
mature fruit is composed of nu- 
merous tiny winged seeds that 
are carried by the wind — to 
the great consternation of near- 
by neighbors. 

Home says that the seeds 
have become such a nuisance 
that it has drastically altered his 
quality of life. 

“I used to have a pond with 
some fish in it, but the seeds 
would fill the pond,” said Home. 
“They hit me when I come out 
of my car, clog my drain when it 
rains, and you wouldn’t believe 
the sweeping I have to do.” 

“It is an absolute nightmare,” 
added Home. 

Home also believes that 
planting the white birch tree is 
illegal in Brooklyn, but calls to 
the Parks Department told a dif- 
ferent story. 

“Almost anything you plant 
on your private property we 
don’t take a position on,” said a 
Parks rep. “It would only be il- 
legal if it was planted near the 
sidewalk.” 

Planting a tree in the back 
yard is legal, but a resident 
would need a special permit to 
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ill Horne, 85, says the White Birch in his neighbor's yard has become a quality of life 


plant a tree in the grass between 
the sidewalk and the road, since 
that passes over public property, 
according to Parks. 

Legal or not, neighbors want 
the tree to come down. 

Another neighbor, who lives 
on the other side of the massive 
birch, has also been living under 
the tree’s ominous shade. 

“It is a pain in the neck and a 
mess,” said Anne McClellan. “It 
sticks to everything and people 
don’t want to be outside.” 

Making matters more com- 
plicated, the antagonizing tree is 
owned by none other than the 
president of the Bay Ridge Com- 
munity Council, Bob Cassara. 

Cassara, who was interrupted 
while on vacation with his fami- 
ly in Florida by The Brooklyn 


Paper to be questioned about his 
foliage, says his neighbors are 
barking up the wrong tree. 

“I am well aware that two of 
my neighbors are unhappy about 
the tree seeds,” Cassara said. “If 
it is that much of an issue for 
them I am willing to cut the tree 
down, but I think it would only 
be fair if we each paid a third of 
the $1 ,000 it would cost.” 

Home thought the deal 
seemed, in a word, shady. 

“Some deal for us,” said 
Home. “He expects us to pay to 
have a tree removed that is on 
his property — that is crazy.” 
Compromise may not be in 
full bloom, but that isn’t to say 
Cassara hasn’t tried to pass the 
olive branch. 

Cassara added that he recent- 


ly made an attempt to appease 
his neighbors by having the 
lower branches trimmed. 

He also admits the seeds may 
be a bit of a nuisance, but be- 
lieves the beauty of the tree 
more than compensates for the 
inconvenience. 

“That tree is really something 
beautiful,” said Cassara. “There 
just aren’t many like that big 
White Birch.” 

Over the past few weeks, 
neighbors in Brooklyn Heights 
have been trying to save an 80- 
year-old elm tree outside the 
Mansion House co-op on Hicks 
Street. The co-op board voted 
on July 18 to remove the tree 
rather then spend $8,000 to 
reroute electrical pipes tied up 
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Ridge resident is the next Idol 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A local actress may have 
what it takes to be America’s 
next American idol, or at least 
cash in a little on Aiken-mania. 

Bay Ridge’s Dawn Barry- 
Hansen recently landed a role 
in the new Off-Broadway musi- 
cal. “Idol: The Musical.” 

The show, playing at the 
45th Street Theater in Manhat- 
tan, is a satire of the television 
show “American Idol” and, 
particularly, the worship of 
Clay Aiken, one of the its more 
famous finalists). 

Barry-Hansen will play the 


role of a dance teacher, which 
isn’t much of a stretch consider- 
ing her experience. 

“When I read the role I felt 
like it was written for me,” said 
Barry-Hansen. “I have choreo- 
graphed shows in Bay Ridge 
since 1975, so my role is quite 
true to life.” 

This is hardly Barry- 
Hansen’s first time in the time- 
tight. 

She practiced her craft as 
long time member of Bay 
Ridge Narrows Community 
Theater, where her many talents 

“Dawn is really a great tal- 


ent,” said Narrows Community 
Theater Vice President Ann Gu- 
biotti. “Not only can she act, 
but she is also a talented dancer, 
chorographer, and she also re- 
cently made her directorial de- 
but at the Narrows Theater.” 

The curtain opens to the pub- 
lic on Aug. 12 and is billed as 
“a satirical musical comedy that 
focuses on the outrageous and 
delusional fan base of the hit 
television show,” by the musi- 
cal’s web site. 

“It is really a great show 
with a very talented cast,” said 
Barry-Hansen. “I must admit I 
do watch American Idol, but 


this show is really for every- 

The 45th Street Theatre is lo- 
cated in Manhattan at 354 West 
45th St., between Eighth and 
Ninth Avenues. Tickets, priced 
$60 (general admission) and $25 
(students), are available by call- 
ing (212) 868-4444 or by visiting 
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Harrison to challenge Vito again 


By Matthew Lysiak 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The campaign may only be 
a few hours old, but the gloves 
are already off. 

Two years after Democrat 
Steve Harrison lost to Rep. Vito 
Fossella (R-Bay Ridge), the 
Bay Ridge lawyer is looking for 
another shot at the conservative 
law maker. He said this week 
that he would again be a candi- 
date for the seat representing 
Bay Ridge and Staten Island. 

He and Fossella have already 
begun to set the tone for the de- 
bate, and it looks like it is going 
to be war — literally. 




Rep. Vito Fossella 



Steve Harrison 


I mere $109,000, while Fossel- 

I la’s war chest overflowed with 
lg more than $13 million. 

p “In 2006 I learned how es- 

I I sential money is to a campaign, 
It especially for the last month,” 
I? said Harrison. “This allowed 
I « Fossella to wage a campaign of 
Ij, distortions, and we had no way 
l| of responding.” 

1“ Fossella’s camp had its own 
If take on campaign ethics. 

“It’s taken Harrison less than 


four seconds to begin his cam- 
paign with negative attacks and 
smears and nothing positive 
about the future of our commu- 

In the last election Fossella ran 
ads on cable television and radio, 
while Harrison couldn’t afford 
mass mailings. Harrison’s pleas 
to the Democratic National Cam- 
paign Committee, which under- 
writes many congressional races, 
went unheeded, as did his appeals 


to the local party. 

“I think I was viewed as a 
sacrificial lamb last election,” 
said Harrison. “That won’t be 

Earlier this year, The Brook- 
lyn Paper reported that the 
DNC would be putting a bull’s- 
eye on “ethically challenged” 
representatives — naming Fos- 
sella as one such target — by 
infusing cash into his Democra- 
tic challenger’s campaign. 
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Sugar story’s 
grand finale 

I n two earlier columns, we told the story 
of the how the Havemeyer family pro- 
duced a series of cunning businessmen 
who built a small family sugar company 
into one of America’s — and the world’s 
— great fortunes. 

The most ruthless Havemeyer male of 
them all was the “Sugar King,” H.O. 

Havemeyer, who from his East River wa- 
terfront throne ruled a vast empire that ex- 
ploited workers from the Caribbean to 
Asia; inflated sugar prices across the U.S.; 
and wielded enough political influence to 
instigate the Spanish- American War. 

The family had another side — a patri- 
cian, philanthropic, politically progressive 
side. A prime exemplar of these qualities 
was Louisine Elder Havemeyer, also 
known as Mrs. H.O. Havemeyer. 

The union of H.O. and Louisine took place in the context of an inbred family sit- 
uation typical of the American WASP elite. The Elders and the Havemeyers were 
New York sugar families that performed a complicated meiger both at the altar and 
in the boardroom. From age 15, H.O. was raised by Louisine’s parents and later 
married Louisine’s aunt. H.O.’s older sister married Louisine’s uncle. Finally, in 
1883 H.O. divorced his first wife and married her much younger niece, Louisine. 

Louisine and H.O. complimented each other. Running what at the time was a 
vast legal monopoly — the American Sugar Refining Company — H.O. perfected 
the art of making boatloads of money. Louisine perfected the art of spending it. 

Traveling to France as a young woman, Louisine befriended the American 
Impressionist painter Mary Cassatt. One day, the pair spotted a pastel for sale 
by the then-unknown Edgar Degas; at Mary’s urging, Louisine bought it for 
500 francs, or about $100. Degas wrote her a thank you note, telling her how 
badly he needed the money. (The same pastel was sold by Louisine’s grandson 
in 1965 for $410,000.) 

This was the beginning of a productive partnership. As Louisine later said, 
“Miss Cassatt was ever ready to recommend, Mr. Havemeyer to buy, and I to 
find a place for, the pictures in our gallery.” 

Throughout the first two decades of the 20th century, the Havemeyers assem- 
bled an astonishing art collec- 
tion. Pursuing European treas- 
ures with the same aggressive- 
ness that he employed in 
swallowing up business com- 
petitors, H.O. became furious 
when the Italian government 
prevented him from exporting 
Botticelli’s Birth of Venus. 
Nevertheless, besides numer- 
ous Degas, the pair was able 
to buy hundreds, if not thou- 
sands, of works by Veronese, 
Rubens, Rembrandt, El Gre- 
co, Goya, Corot, Cezanne, 
Renoir, Monet and Manet. 

The Havemeyer’s Roman- 
esque mansion at Fifth Av- 
enue and 66th street put the 
best of America’s public art 
museums to shame. 

Mrs. Havemeyer’s pas- 
sions also extended to radical 
politics. She bankrolled the 
women’s suffrage movement, giving fiery speeches enlivened by an automated 
model of the Mayflower covered with strings of electric light bulbs. She was 
even arrested trying to bum an effigy of President Wilson during a demonstration 
on the White House lawn. Refusing to pay a $5 fine, she spent three days in jail. 

Meanwhile, back at the plantation, H.O. and the Sugar Tmst were dealt a se- 
ries of business reversals at the hands of Teddy Roosevelt and his antitrust laws. 
A 1921 consent decree reduced American Sugar’s effective control of the in- 
dustry from 72 percent to 24 percent. 

H.O. Havemeyer put up a tenacious defense. He popularized the Domino 
brand with its trademark white tablets and convinced Congress to support the 
price of sugar in order to discourage foreign imports. 

H.O. is long gone, but his innovations are still with us, even if they have not al- 
ways had the effect intended by their inventor. Decades of price supports, which 
have kept the price of sugar in the United States as high as four or five times the 
international price, eventually led many soft drink and candy makers to switch 
from cane sugar to high fructose com syrup, a sweetener that many health experts 
blame for today’s American epidemic of obesity, diabetes and heart disease. 

Price supports have also devastated the economies of sugar-growing regions 
such as the Caribbean. This has had two further effects: to cause social and po- 
litical disruption that has necessitated frequent visits by the U.S. military; and 
to provoke mass immigration, especially by Puerto Ricans, who as American 
citizens have found it easy to come to New York to find jobs to replace those 
lost by the willful destruction of the Caribbean sugar industry. 

The irony of this is particularly stark in Williamsburg. Tens of thousands of 
Caribbean immigrants and their descendants have outstayed H.O. Havemeyer’s 
mighty Domino sugar refinery, yet are no longer needed now that raw sugar 
imports have dwindled. Indeed, the fabled factory itself will soon be converted 
to thousands of apartments, mostly luxury. 

The story of Louisine Havemeyer ends with a staggering act of philanthropy 
and humility. When she died at 73 in 1929, she left more than 1 ,000 paintings 
and sculptures to the Metropolitan Museum of Art. The Havemeyer collection 
remains the biggest single part of the Met. Unlike most benefactors, however, 
Louisine gave her gift with no requirements that her name be attached or that 
the works be exhibited in a certain way. 

“I have made very few stipulations in my will in regard to the placing or care 
of the collection because I believe there are those who are as intelligent and as 
interested as I in the care and conservation of a valuable gift,” she wrote. 

In the words of art critic Michael Kimmelman, “One of the ultimate tributes 
that can be paid to Louisine and Henry Osborne Havemeyer is that very few of 
the Metropolitan’s visitors today have a clue as to who they were.” 

Tom Gilbert is a historian and writer who lives in Greenpoint. 
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In Bushwick, life isn’t for the dogs 

Dirty streets among the problems faced by pet owners 


By Chris Cascarano 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Pet owners who see the 
backyards and quiet residen- 
tial streets of east Williams- 
burg and Bushwick as a dog- 
gie heaven might want to 
think again. 

Many newcomers to the 
quickly gentrifying neighbor- 
hoods are finding that life 
there can be difficult for their 
furry friends. 

Their litany of complaints, 
which includes the preponder- 
ance of indigenous fighting 
dogs and dangerous waste on 
the streets with heavy track 
traffic, have been discussed t 
at the blog bushwickbk.com. 

“I moved here because the 
apartments were perfect for 
pets,” said Matt Lardie, who 
relocated from Arizona. “But 
the neighborhood is just not 
safe for dogs.” 

To some newcomers, the 
“fighting dogs” — mostly pit 
bulls — are the biggest threat. 

“There is a lot of dog fight- 
ing in Bushwick,” said Jamison 
Brosseau, who claimed to have 
adopted a fighting dog he found 
left for dead on a nearby street. 

“If you walk your dog by 
one of the dogs trained to fight, 
they will attack it,” he said. 

To help solve the problem, 
Lardie is seeking a fenced-off 



Matt Magee attempts to coral a stray dog on Ingrham Street near Morgan Avenue in Bushwick. 


dog run in nearby Maria Her- 
nandez Park. 

The ran would help keep 
dogs off the garbage-cluttered 
streets in the neighborhoods. 

“There are chicken bones all 
over the street,” said Lardie. 
“And they can splinter in dogs 
throats if they try to eat them.” 

Other residents fear then- 
dogs may be exposed to the 
dirty water that flood the gut- 
ters, which they say can include 
runoff from small steel shops. 

“Ugly red-colored water 
pours down the gutter and my 
dog always wants to drink it,” 
said one dog owner who did- 
n’t want to give his name. 
“It’s red-colored and I don’t 

Industry in the neighbor- 
hood brings an abundance of 
trucks, which pose another 
threat to dogs. 

“A [stray] dog wandering 
around here will just get hit 
by a track,” said Matt Magee, 
who found a bread-loaf sized 
dog among the factories on 
Tuesday. 

“I’ve done this a bunch of 
times,” said Magee as he stood 
at the comer of Bogart and 
Grattan streets with the tired, 
scared dog in a duffel bag while 
he searched for its owner. 

“I just can’t leave a dog 
out here,” he said. “This just 
isn’t a safe place for dogs.” 


City’s racking up bikes on Bedford Ave. 



By Chris O’Connell 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Hipsters with bikes commuting from 
Williamsburg into Manhattan have a hassle- 
free ride to look forward to — if everything 
goes as planned. 

In an effort to eliminate automobile conges- 
tion and provide Bedford Avenue station- 
boarding L train riders a safe place to leave 
their bikes for eight-plus hours a day, the De- 
partment of Transportation has installed nine 
new bike racks outside what Deputy Press 
Secretary for the DOT Chris Gilbride refers to 
as the “mass transit hub of Williamsburg.” 

Gilbride says that the main reason for the 
new racks is to discourage commuters from 
North Brooklyn to Manhattan from driving 
their cars to the subway. 

“This is the first time we’ve removed car 
space to accommodate bike parking in New 
York City,” he said. “Anyone who has been to 
Williamsburg knows that this is important, as 
cycling is booming in the neighborhood.” 

The initiative, part of the City Racks Pro- 
gram —which has installed 690 new bike 
racks in Brooklyn since 1996 — will, depend- 
ing on who you ask, accommodate 30 extra 
cyclists or merely create a target for bike 
thieves in the neighborhood. 

Some riders, like Greenpoint-dwelling 
graphic designer Benjamin Running, applaud 


the city’s actions, saying, “I rarely rode my 
bike to the Bedford stop before the new racks 
were installed because there was rarely space 
available for bike parking. Every sign post, 
street light, fence and whatever else had bikes 
locked to it.” 

He said the new racks raised awareness of 
the increased bike congestion at Bedford Av- 

“Abandoned bikes had built up over time, 
so many of the available spots were kind of 
permanently occupied,” says Running. “There 
were also several raids where police removed 
locked bikes with no notice. This was not a 
friendly environment for locking your bike.” 

However, several bike-to-L regulars, like 
Greenpoint writer/activist Chris Thomasm, say 
that this increased attention to the locked-up 
bikes has already turned negative. 

“At first I was pretty excited about the new 
racks at Bedford,” he said. ‘Then last week as 
I was locking it up there, a girl walked over 
and told me her bike had just been stolen from 
that exact bike rack the night before. She just 
stared at me until I was spooked into biking to 
Lorimer Street station and locking it in front of 
the nice, safe pizzeria.” 

Craig Murphey, a south Williamsburg resi- 
dent, often rides his bike all the way to 
Harlem, where he works as an Anti-Hunger 
Community Organizer. Like Thomas, he 
rarely utilizes the new racks, as he feels that 


there aren’t enough to accommodate the 
plethora of new riders. 

“It’s still a pain to find a nearby spot to lock 
up,” said Murphey. 

“It seems like there are certainly more bikes 
locked up around there these days, which to 
me means that the demand is still exceeding 
the supply and they should really work on 
that.” 

While reactions to the bike racks have been 
both positive and negative, the Department of 
Transportation views the racks as an integral 
part of PlaNY C 2030, an initiative unveiled by 


Mayor Bloomberg on Earth Day that is zero- 
ing in on cycling as a major solution to envi- 
ronmental concerns in the city. 

In addition to the racks, which can be re- 
quested in any other neighborhood by dialing 
311 and filing a report, the city also has a 
three-year bike lane expansion plan underway 
as well as the inception of the official NYC 
bike helmet, which has been distributed for 
free to over 3000 city bikers this year. 

However, getting Williamsburg hipsters to 
muss up their deliberate coifs will be an entire- 
ly different, arduous task in itself. 
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Leila Darabi 
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OUR OPINION 


Fixing rubber band 
problem a stretch 


To the editor, 

After reading Gersh Kuntzman’s 
column about postal workers who 
litter local streets with used rubber 
bands (“Time to ‘band’ together in 
Slope,” July 28), I was reminded of 
my own experience battling this 
persistent problem. 

A few years ago, I phoned the 
Times Plaza Station [on Atlantic 
Avenue in Boerum Hill] and, like 
Gersh, suggested that the postal 
workers recycle the rubber bands 
and save the USPS money. For 
about a month, there was an im- 
provement, but the rubber bands 
soon reappeared. 

Now I just collect them and 
give them back to my mail carrier 
once in a while. It’s just easier than 
tackling the larger problem. 

R.K. Dillon, Park Slope 

To the editor, 

I have a suggestion after reading 
the rubber band column: Perhaps 
the Postal Service should print lit- 
tle newspaper articles on those 
rubber bands. Then the letter carri- 
ers can just throw them on our 

Alex Holdsworth, Park Slope 

A true Angel 

To the editor, 

The Broken Angel should be 
saved (“Plea for Broken Angel,” 
Fort Greene-Clinton Hill Edition 
and online, Aug. 8). 

When I saw this fantastic building 
for the first time I was highly in- 
spited.1 would want to live in such a 
building; The Broken Angel remind- 
ed me of buildings by Gaudi, the fa- 
mous Spanish architect and artist. 
But his buildings are in Barcelona. 
In New York City, they probably 
would not have been allowed. 

It is deadly for art if decisions 
are made by people who do not 
understand art and do not travel to 
other places to get inspired. The 
Buildings Department should be 
proud of the Broken Angel and do 
everything to help save it! 

Some rules are not written in 
books ... and great new inventions 
can only come true if someone has 
the guts to give it a try. From an ar- 
chitectural point of view, there is 
not much excitement here in Brook- 
lyn, so it would be great to see 


some more extravagant buildings 
instead of these ugly high rises. 

It is a disgrace that architectural 
art is not recognized in a so-called 
“world city.” 

Sena Muhlmann, Downtown 

D’town praise 

To the editor: 

I am writing in response to re- 
cent quote by my colleague, 
Joseph Aquino, regarding the po- 
tential of Downtown Brooklyn 
(“Marty casts his line for Nord- 
strom,” July 28). 

Prudential Douglas Elliman has 
had a thriving base in Brooklyn for 
more than 20 years. Our firm truly 
believes in Downtown Brooklyn 
and the future of the area, and we 
are thrilled with such recent devel- 
opments as the opening of a new 
Trader Joe’s in the Atlantic Avenue 

Given the opportunity to com- 
ment on the topic, I would have 
painted a more optimistic and pos- 
sibly more insightful picture of 
Downtown Brooklyn’s bright retail 
potential and promise. 

Prudential Douglas Elliman is 
proud of the work we have done in 
Downtown Brooklyn, and the role 
we have been able to play - along 
with so many other dedicated 
firms and individuals - in its con- 
tinued revitalization. 

Faith Hope Consolo, Manhattan 
The writer is chairwoman of the retail 

dential Douglas Elliman Real Estate 


Send us 
a letter 

Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters Editor, The 
Brooklyn Paper, 55 Washington 
St., Brooklyn, NY 11201. 

By fax: (718) 834-9278. 

All letters must be signed and 
include the writer's home ad- 
dress and phone number (only 
the writer's name and neighbor- 
hood are published with the let- 
ter). Letters may be edited and 
will not be returned. The earlier 
in the week you send your let- 
ter, the better. 


Longfellow high 

To the editor, 

I am neither a fan of Henry 
Longfellow nor his poetry, but I feel 
that the removal of his name from 
PS 94 (“School’s memory short on 
Longfellow,” June 23) undermines 
the very foundation of public edu- 
cation. The Longfellow School rep- 
resents a conception of learning that 
allows the students to discover 
themselves through an education of 
diverse languages and cultures. 

This might seem an obvious 
method of education for someone 
living in Brooklyn today, but it 
wasn’t always. Before certain indi- 
viduals consider pressing the name 
change further, they might want to 
educate themselves a little on the 
person whose name they endeavor 
to wipe off the doors of PS 94. 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
(1807-1882) was an American poet 
whose works we don’t read much 
any more. The reason for this was 
because they weren’t very good — 
at least not on par with the likes of 
Whitman and Emily Dickinson, who 
we read with more regularity today. 

He was known as a popular 
poet, writing less-than-profound, 
but nevertheless solid volumes of 
poetry. This made him a household 
name in the 19th century. 

But while Longfellow’s contribu- 
tions as a poet may have been minor 
what he did contribute can be seen in 
all American educational institutions 
today — including PS 94. Longfel- 
low literally invented the study of 
American literature. At the time, if a 
book wasn’t written by a white Eu- 
ropean male in English, it wasn’t 
considered worth studying. Longfel- 
low sought to destroy this institution- 
alized prejudice in education. 

The department that he estab- 
lished during his tenure at Harvard 
is the same model we use today in 
all our American languages and lit- 
erature departments, from kinder- 
garten through college. While it is 
a model that is by no means per- 
fect, it establishes American litera- 
ture’s boundaries (unlike the previ- 
ous European ones) to be something 
under constant revision, rethinking 
and construction. 

Longfellow fought endlessly to es- 
tablish educational institutions in 
America which included authors in 



the curriculum previously excluded by 
European institutions. He endeavored 
to expanded American ideas of educa- 
tion beyond the works of Western of 
Europe, to include literature from the 
non-traditional English speaking 
world. His department included the 
studies Far Eastern literature and the 
literatures and myths of Native Amer- 
icans (a radical idea at the time). 

Fiercely abolitionist, his “Poems 
on Slavery” (1842) attacked the so- 
called Peculiar Institution. His 
poem “The Slave Singing at Mid- 
night” not only called for all Amer- 
icans to listen to the unique and di- 
verse literary voices that emanated 
from African-American authors 
who Longfellow championed as 
the future of American Literature 
— and he was right. 

Longfellow found translation to 
be the cornerstone of American ed- 
ucation. Writing the first American 
Translation of Dante’s “The Divine 
Comedy,” Longfellow saw our 
knowledge of diverse languages to 
be only hope for a distinct Ameri- 
can education. 

Changing the school’s name is 
an act which lacks character and 
an understanding of the diverse 
people past, present and future, 
who constitute the very complex 
fabric of our nation’s diverse cul- 
tures and languages. 

I am appalled that the schools’ 
English teachers have done nothing 
to stop it. We who live here in 
Brooklyn do have a large immigrant 
population and with that population 
comes many different languages. 
Ben Rose, neighborhood withheld 


Bearing Witness 

To the editor, 

Juliana Bunim’s column, “The 
Witnesses Next Door” (Aug. 8), re- 
minded me of a day when Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses visited my parent’s 
farmhouse in Pennsylvania in 1971. 

The Jehovah Witness couple that 
came to recruit us seemed very nice. 
Within six weeks of studying the 
Bible with the Walchtower organiza- 
tion, my mom sat me down and told 
me I could never speak to our rela- 
tives again because, according to Je- 
hovah’s Wtnesses, Satan might be 
working through our relatives to keep 
us from learning the truth. In addi- 
tion, I couldn’t have a single solitary 
girlfriend for the next 10 years, nor 
could I ever enjoy a holiday or birth- 
day again. To say life became bleak 
is a monumental understatement 

I was baptized as a Jehovah’s Wt- 
ness, dedicating my life as a child to 
a man-made organization, without 
the ability to understand the fine 
print. When I left the group at the 
age of 18 to pursue my own spiritual 
path, I was shunned by my family. 
My mother, brother, sister, four neph- 
ews and niece haven’t seen or spo- 
ken to me in 25 years now. 

The Watchtower organization’s 
policy of shunning affects millions 
of people worldwide. Yes, Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses are very nice — 
until you decide you don’t want to 
remain among them anymore. 

Brenda Lee, Denver, Colorado 

"Out of the Cocoon: A Young Worn- 
Grip of a Religious Cult." 


Barron blues 

To the editor, 

Councilman — and former 
Black Panther Party activist — 
Charles Barron’s candidacy for 
Borough President could set back 
race relations for generations 
(“Plenty of traffic in race for Boro 
Prez,” July 28). His quote, “I’m 
taking care of black folks,” said it 
all. Imagine if a white, Asian, His- 
panic, Italian, Irish, Caribbean, 
Jewish, Catholic, Protestant, athe- 
ist, gay, lesbian or heterosexual 
said the same thing about his or her 
own group? 

Voters should believe that then- 
elected officials are elected to rep- 
resent everyone on an equal and 
fair basis, regardless of the con- 
stituents’ sexual orientation, gen- 
der, age, ethnicity, religious beliefs 
or race. I’m sure the intelligent vot- 
ers of Kings County will not want 
to turn the clock back 50 years by 
electing such a clearly bigoted per- 
son as Charles Barron. 

Where is the outrage from other 
elected officials, along with the 
media and American Civil Liber- 
ties Union on this issue? 

Clearly, if you or I said the same 
thing, there would be editorials 
calling for our removal from public 
office. A1 Sharpton would be 
marching across the Brooklyn 
Bridge. Norman Siegel would be 
filing a lawsuit. The Council would 
be passing a resolution of condem- 

Hypocrisy knows no boundaries! 

Larry Penner, Great Neck 


Why 

not 

Thor? 

Continued from page 1 

year-round theme park, recreation, hotel, 

restaurant and retail Xanadu. 

For the past year or so, Thor has spent more 
than $100 million buying up land — including 
the Astroland amusement park and most of 
Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park — at market rates. 
At this point, Sitt owns most of the land be- 
tween the landmark Cyclone roller coaster and 
Nathan’s Famous. 

But to realize his dream of adding hotel units 
to Coney’s amusement distict, he needs the city 
to grant him a zoning variance. 

For some reason, the city is playing hardball. 

At first, city officials said they objected to 
Sitt’s plan to build luxury condo units inside 
Coney’s amusement zone. So Sitt jettisoned 
those units in favor of three hotels, one of them 

Still, the city has objected. That’s fine. We 
certainly welcome a healthy dose of skepticism 
where developers are concerned, especially one 
with Sitt’s track record of winning zoning 
changes and then re-selling his newly valuable 
land at a large markup. 

But what is particularly galling is the way 
that “city officials” have demonstrated — or, 
more accurately, not demonstrated — their ob- 
jections to Sitt’s plan. 

Taking advantage of a local media obsessed 
with “scoops,” these “city officials” have been 
doling out little “exclusives” to both the Daily 
News and the Post on an almost daily basis. 

Last week, the “scoops” kept coming, yet 
none explained why the city does not like Joe 
Sitt: 

• First, the Post reported that city planners 
had taken a taxpayer-financed junket to Den- 
mark to meet with operators of Copenhagen’s 
famed Tivoli Gardens amusement park. Those 
same planners have also been to Disney World 
for further “fact-finding.” 

The purpose of this leak was to remind Sitt 
that the city could always condemn his land in 
Coney Island via eminent domain and turn it 
over to a developer of its choosing. Threatening 
a landowner with losing his property if he does- 
n’t play ball is a horrendous misuse of civic 

• Next, a “high-ranking” city official — un- 
named, of course — told the Daily News that 
the Sitt plan was “dead in the water.” The offi- 
cial said that Thor must come up with a better 
plan before the city will even meet with the de- 

See THOR on p 14 
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Up in 
smoke 


How Brooklyn is getting hooked 
on smoking from hookahs 


C enturies after first sparking up in the 
Middle East, hookah bars have firmly 
wrapped their tentacles around Brooklyn. 
From Williamsburg to Bensonhurst, Carroll 
Gardens to Bay Ridge, perhaps you’ve sniffed 
a sweet, pungent smell wafting seductively 
through the air. Follow your nose and you 
might happen upon a hookah bar — not, as 
two Department of Health officials inter- 
viewed for this story misheard me say, a 
“hooker bar.” There you’ll find people casual- 
ly taking takes from a hookah, a jumbo water 
pipe also known as “nargileh” or “shisha.” 
“People want to 
know if they can get 
high,” said Faried As- 
sad, the owner of Zay- 
toons, a Middle East- 
ern restaurant on 
Smith Street, who was 
putting the finishing 
touches on Sheesha, a 
hookah bar adjacent 
to his restaurant that’s 
due to open later this 

Assad began his 
foray into the hookah 
business this past 
spring with an addi- 
tion to the Fort 
Greene branch of Zaytoons, meant to attract 
students from the nearby Pratt Institute. 
Buoyed by success at that location, he decided 
to offer the smoky delight at his trendier Car- 
roll Gardens spot. “More and more people are 
coming to Smith Street from Manhattan for a 
night out,” he said. “So I thought it made sense 
to open a hookah bar here.” 

A third Zaytoons, this one in Prospect 
Heights, is due to open in the coming weeks. 

But wait a second. Wasn’t smoking in 
bars, you know, banned? This is where things 
get cloudy. 

A call to the Health Department confirmed 
that just like any other bar or restaurant, 
hookah establishments must comply with the 
city’s no-smoking laws, meaning tobacco is 
verboten. But hookah bars circumvent the to- 
bacco kibosh because, their proprietors ex- 


NIGHTLIFE 


Cazouza Cafe (1671 Bath Ave., at Bay 
14th Street in Bensonhurst) is open 4:30 
pm-midnight daily. For information, call (718) 

Sultana (I 69 N. Fourth St., at Bedford 

through Thursday from § pm-2 P am and Fri- 
day and Saturday from 3 pm-4 am. For infor- 
mation, call (718)218-8547. 

Zaytoons (472 Myrtle Ave., between Hall 

from noon-° 0 6 pr^H nooJl-m? 

pm and Sunday from noon-9:30 pm. For in- 
formation, call (718) 623-5522. 


plained, there isn’t any tobacco being 
smoked at their establishments. Instead, the 
substance being set alight — usually called 
“herbal tobacco” — is said to be a harmless 
amalgam of various plants, fruits and flavor- 
ings (anything from kiwi to chocolate to pina 
colada) that can run from $10-$20 per pipe. 

When we asked the Health Department if 
that explanation is kosher, a spokesman said 
the city would test the various mixtures, and 
those proprietors whose mixture contains to- 
bacco will be fined. 

Of course, this hazy legality, combined 
with a whiff of Arabian exoticism, isn’t ex- 
actly hurting the hookah business. 

Unlike hookah bars in the Middle East, 
which tend to func- 
tion as social clubs, 
places for a mostly 
male clientele to 
drop by at lunch or 
after work to share a 
smoke and shoot the 
breeze, Brooklyn’s 
hookah bars are an- 
gling to make a prof- 
it off of folks look- 
ing for a weekend 
alternative to boring 
old bars and clubs. 

“[It’s appealing 
because] it’s not a 
mainstream atmos- 
phere,” said Morgan 
Monaco of Prospect Heights. “Each bar has 
its own flavor, but the hookah bars attract a 
more laidback crowd.” 

She added that it was easier to enjoy the 
company of your friends at a hookah bar. 
“You’re congregating around this pipe and 
people can talk and catch up more than they 
could sitting in a row at a regular bar.” 

For now, these nights are still out of the or- 
dinary in Brooklyn. “Hookah is an everyday 
thing back home,” said Egyptian-born Ay- 
man Ghaly, the owner of the Sultana hookah 
bar in Williamsburg. “But [in Brooklyn] , it’s 
a thing people do on the weekend, more of a 
special occasion.” 

The typical decor of the new hookah bars 
testifies to their grand nightlife aspirations. 
Prepare to find yourself awash in a sea of 
deep reds and blues, heavy on fantasy Arabi- 



What a drag: Smokers at Sultana, above, and Zaytoons, below, are part of the new 
guard eschewing traditional watering holes for the Middle Eastern flavored hookah 
bars popping up all over Brooklyn. 


an motifs — think leather floor pillows and 
billowing nomad-style hanging tarps. “I love 
the colors, I love the cushions, I love the dec- 
orations,” said social worker Corey Glaser, 
35, who sat cross-legged on the floor at Sul- 
tana, languidly drawing from a hookah. “It’s 
way more interesting and fun than going to a 
regular bar.” 

At the Cazouza Cafe hookah bar in Benson- 
hurst, which opened this spring, the appeal is 
much the same. “It’s a nice, chill way to spend 
time with friends,” said Tolyan Vinnikov, an 
18-year-old Brooklyn College accounting stu- 
dent. Classmate Aleksey Berezovsky, also 18, 
offered another reason why he’s hooked on 
hookah. “It’s a substitute for going to a bar,” 
said the too-young-to-drink Berezovsky be- 
tween drags of watermelon-flavored smoke. 
These spots are particularly popular with the 


18-20 set since many hookah bars do not serve 
liquor and therefore don’t have a 21 -plus poli- 
cy. It all depends on the religious views of the 
owner; Sultana serves booze, but at Zaytoons 
you’re out of luck. 

“Young people like to smoke and they like 
the environment — it’s something different,” 
said Sultana’s Ghaly, who opened his place 
nine months ago when he saw a pink spot on 
Billyburg’s nightlife lungs. Since then. Sul- 
tana has found a place within the neighbor- 
hood’s cultural fabric. Sultana has played 
host to lesbian parties, Latin nights and even 
an event thrown by BBW (in case you for- 
got, that’s Big Beautiful Women). 

Is this current hookah bar bonanza bound to 
last? Assad, for one, isn’t sure. “I’m skeptical,” 
he said. “But people keep looking for some- 
thing new to do. You’ve got to give it to them.” 



In the mix 


It took the feminist movement more than 60 
years to reach its second wave, but the Brooklyn 
Museum has made it there in a matter of months. 
The Museum’s Sackler Center for Feminist Art 
opened and mounted the inaugural “Global Femi- 
nisms” show in March, but is re-exhibiting high- 
lights with a new show called “Global Feminisms 
Remix.” 

The show, which features work by Sigalit Lan- 
dau, Pilar Albarracin (above) and 38 others, opened 
on Aug. 3 . “We needed to have a follow-up exhibi- 
tion curated as soon as possible,” said Sackler Cen- 
ter curator Maura Reilly. “I wanted to have some- 
thing that would be of equal caliber.” Reilly wanted 
to freshen up the exhibit since the Sackler Center’s 
next big show won’t be until March 2008. 

The photographs, video pieces and multimedia 
works that Reilly chose to highlight in the new 
show are all done by non-Westem artists. The focus 
here is on what the museum called “countries that 
seldom figure in the discourse about contemporary 
art,” like Guatemala, Kenya and Pakistan. 

Could removing Western artists from the show be 
a ploy to silence Brooklyn feminist artists who have 
complained their work wasn’t included? “Not at 
all,” said Reilly. “I don’t really care about the com- 
ments they’ve made.” 

"Global Feminisms Remix" is up at the Brook- 
lyn Museum (200 Eastern Pkwy. at Washington 
Avenue in Prospect Heights) until March of 2008. 
Suggested contribution is $8; children 12 and 
younger get in free. For information, call (7 1 8) 
638-5000 or visit www.brooklynmuseum.org. 

— Katie Newingham 


Rock ‘Registry’ 

When you can pick and choose the songs you 
want to buy online, it’s rare enough to have one 
artist’s whole catalogue, let alone that of an entire 
record label. This weekend in Carroll Gardens, 
though, the Social Registry — the Greenpoint-based 
indie label that brought us Blood on the Wall and TK 
Webb — will bring together almost all of its acts to 
celebrate four successful 
years of business. 

“We’ve always 
talked about doing 
something like this,” 
said Social Registry 
President Joe Gaer. 
“But now we have new 
acts on the label and it’s 
time to debut them to 
everyone. It’s seems 
like the perfect time.” 
During the two-day 
festival, old standbys 
like Gang Gang Dance 
will take the stage along- 
side their newest label 
mates, Douglas Armour 
and Sian Alice Group, 
who are traveling from 
Los Angeles and Lon- 
don respectively. 

It’s unusual for this many bands to come togeth- 
er in support of their label, but with this set there’s 
a strong comradery. “It’s a pretty tight-knit group,” 
explained Social Registry chanteuse Samara Lubel- 
ski (pictured). “This is the continuation of a long 
history.” 

The Social Registry Summer Festival will take 
place at 1 pm on both Aug. 1 1 and Aug. 12 at 
the Yard (400 Carroll St., between Bond and 
Nevins streets in Carroll Gardens). Tickets are 
$15 per day, or $25 for both. For information, vis- 
it www.socialregistry.com. — Juliana Bunim 






“A somewhat ‘UNSUNG HERO’.. .Tempo offers ‘AMAZING DINING EXPERIENCES’... 
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Something’s cooking 

Hot new Oven heats up Brooklyn Heights dining scene 


www.BrooklynPaper.com 




Nothing says lovin': Hearty appetizers like the veal meatballs, 
above, and the cheesy arugula salad, left, are a "splurge," said 
Tina, but also "generous and sharable." 


By Tina Barry 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

I was anxious to give Oven, the 
buzzed-about new restaurant in 
Brooklyn Heights, a try — until 
I noticed the address. Here we go 
again, I thought, remembering the 
succession of eateries that opened at 
the pretty Henry Street locale and 
then closed not long after. 

Oven had the right idea of com- 
bining a wine bar and designer pizza 
place — a good move in Brooklyn 
Heights where, until the recent addi- 
tion of Le Petite Marche, there were 
only a few decent places to dine. 

Oven takes up a third of the 
space that the former tenants did, 
sharing the property with takeout 
spot Busy Chef and the Blue Pig, 
an ice cream store. With its spa- 
cious bar, 15 tables and a romantic 
nook in the comer outfitted with a 
comfortable booth, the room is 
large enough to hold a bustling 
group, but not so big it feels cav- 
ernous. And, once the permit is is- 
sued, patio seating will bring more 
tables to the street. With the sunny 
Tuscan colored walls, copious 
amounts of warm wood and coun- 
try style light fixtures, the room re- 
sembles an elegant wine bar more 
than a pizza parlor. 

Unlike the average slice shop, 
appetizers here are a splurge. The 


starters are all $10 and up so, while 
I wasn’t expecting mozzarella 
sticks, I was glad to find generous, 
shareable entrees for diners who 
want an upscale option to pizza. 


The “oven-roasted diver scallops” 
included a quartet of enormous 
mollusks, crisp on the outside and 
tender within, resting on a nest of 
homemade, silky pappardelle noo- 


dles. Tiny cubes of chorizo sausage 
and roasted com kernels created an 
unctuous, spicy sauce for the shell- 
fish, but was pushed a step too far 
on the sweet end with a smear of 


tomato ragout. 

The chef’s sweet tooth appeared 
again in a hearty goat cheese salad 
topped with sweet sun-dried tomato 
vinaigrette. A heavy hand 
with the dressing upset an 
ideal balance of roasted 
Roma tomatoes, crunchy 
toasted pine nuts and 
saline pieces of black 
olives. With the dish came 
a thick slice of warm Ital- 
| ian bread baked on the 
^ premises with a chewy, 

| brittle-crust and a tender 
“ cmmb slathered with tart 


ermoni goat cneese. 

The list of pizzas also 
has its standouts, like the “Inglese” 
pie with bacon, Vermont eggs, 
sausage and mozzarella over tomato 
sauce, and the “Florentina” of 
spinach and eggs, black olives. 


Parmesan and mozzarella baked in 
garlic oil and tomato sauce. There are 
also oddities such as the grilled, free- 
range “BBQ Chicken” with roasted 


green peppers and Roma tomatoes, 
caramelized onions and mozzarella 
baked in a chipode ranch dressing. It 
sounded like a castoff from Califor- 
nia Pizza Kitchen’s menu. At the 


height of the gourmet pizza spec- 
trum, there was even a $30, pull-the- 
stops-out pie with slices of Kobe 
steak, roasted tomatoes and moz- 
zarella on a creme fraiche base, fin- 
ished with Balsamic vinegar and 
black truffle oil. 

I opted for a simpler pie, one 
with slices of eggplant and pine 
nuts. The crust was crisp and thin, 
but lacked salt and chewiness. 
Without a more satisfying base, 
whatever is put on top is just deco- 
ration — although good decoration 
in this case, with an acidic tomato 
sauce, sharp, bright Parmesan, pro- 
volone and mozzarella. 

The tiramisu, strongly recom- 
mended by our waiter, was light and 
not too sweet. I’ll return in the fall 
though, for the retro chic chocolate 
fondue, served here with angel food 
cake and fresh fruit. 

Owner Chris Fehlinger’s 180-plus 
botde wine list only added to the ex- 
perience. The 10-page round up is di- 
vided into selections available by the 
glass, half bottle and full bottle. Ad- 
ditionally, Fehlinger has arranged 
each wine into a category like “fresh, 
crisp and clean,” or “lush, elegant . . . 
liquid velvet.” These classifications 
made narrowing down a selection 
from the international list that much 
easier. Not exactly sure of the rose, I 
asked the waiter, who recommended 
the Chateau La Gatte ’06 from Bor- 
deaux, which was crisp, fresh and 
dry. Perfect. Another asset: Most of 
the wines fall in the $20 to $40 range, 
making Oven an ideal spot for an 
everyday meal or a place to splurge. 

Oven has a great wine list and a 
good concept. Once the kitchen 
works out a few kinks, I suspect the 
eatery will break the curse of this ad- 
dress. As any local will tell you, an- 
other good place to dine in the neigh- 
borhood wouldn’t be one too many. 
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MasterCard anc 
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as Red White &Bubbl 

211 Fifth Avenue (between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 
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Great wines under $10 



Picpoul de Pinet, Terre de Neptune 

This vibrant, dry white is from Languedoc, just 
off the Mediterranean. A favorite to chill & 
drink with shellfish! It is grown in limestone-rich soil, 
resulting in a lovely mineral note on the palate. 


Orvieto, Ferdinando Giordano 

A classic white wine from Umbria, I'm 
impressed with the amount of ripe fruit flavor 
it delivers. Floral. Lightly herbal aromas on the nose, fresh 
and lively on the palate. NOT a cheap Orvieto you'll be 
disappointed by. 


Tempranillo “Number One” Berberana 

A great "food-friendly" wine! For summer 
grilling, this Tempranillo will outshine Merlots 
that cost twice as much! Plenty of black cherry, blueberry 
and cassis notes, with a hint of vanilla. 






Carmenere Reserve, Porta 

Delicious, and loaded with ripe plum, berry 
and fig flavors, this is the one to pour when you 
want rich flavor with the heaviness of many California 
wines. Perfect with grilled steaks, sausages and ribs. 

Buy the 4-pack and save 10% 



Discover these 
fabulous wines 


Casa d’Ambra, Ischia Bianco 

This white wine from the 
Mediterranean Sea is a ter- 
rific match with seafood! Nice and sim- 
ple... a brushing of good olive oil to the 
fish, grilled over the coals until just right, 
then a pinch of sea salt, a squeeze of 
lemon, and a crisp, cold glass of our 
Ischia Bianco, and you'll swear that 
you're just off the banks of sweet Italy! This is one of the most 
interesting and delicious whites I've had all year! 



Skouras, Saint George 

Here's a delicious red that 
works with grilled beef, pork, 
lamb, sausages, mushrooms: this wine 

will make them all taste better and make 
your dinner seem like a feast! Well bal- 
anced, richly textured, with plenty of deli- 
cious, ripe fruit flavors and a long, 
smooth finish. From a top wine maker of 
the Eastern Mediterranean, the best vine growing area ii 
Greece. You've got to try this one! 
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Buy the 2-pack and save 10% 




What Darrin's Drinking Now 

Deleaves Brut Rose Champagne 

This is simply one of the most delicious Champagnes that I've 
ever tasted! This is rare Champagne made from old vines 
Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier grapes by one of the few 
family-owned Champagne houses, Gardet. On the nose, lay- 
ers of ripe fruit and floral notes, quite fresh and inviting. 
Complex flavors of strawberry, apple, pear, cassis, along with 
Oriental spices. Great 
balance, wonderfully 
fine and lively mousse, 
a long, lingering finish 
that continues to 
evolve on the palate, 
revealing even more 
rich flavors. Now, 
almost all rose 
Champagnes are made 
by adding a bit of red 
still wine to the fin- 
ished white, but this is 
made in the traditional 
(and risky... yet superior) "Rose de Saignee" method, allow- 
ing the pressed skins to macerate in the chilled pressed juice 
prior to fermentation, extracting not only color but flavor 
and the tannins needed for structure in a great wine. You can 
easily spend $100 more on a well-known name and not get 
as fine or as delicious a Champagne. This is what I'm drink- 
ing this summer! 




















Ready to 



1-866-NYQUITS • 1-866-697-8487 

www.nysmokefree.com 


Call for FREE patches, gum, or lozenges* 


YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH * If you qualify - most smokers do 
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Have you met 
Sir Charge, Verizon’s 
best-kept secret ? 

Oh, you know him very well. He pops up unexpectedly., 
all over your Verizon phone bill. 




IIP 


s£“ 





Stop supporting this guy! 

Time Warner Cable has a home phone plan that 
makes sense with fewer fees and taxes than Verizon, i 




► TIME WARNER 
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How can you save 
money, energy, water 
and time all at once? 
Run your dishwasher 
only when it’s full. 


Unplug appliances when 
you go on vacation. 

They don’t need to be 
on standby while you’re 
standing in Mexico. 


FIND MORE ENERGY 
SAVING TIPS AT 
CONED.COM 


conEdison 
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Take a hike 
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TALK TO US... 



DellaRobbia Thayer Coggin 


art lighting furniture decor 


Save $500 

per binaural purchase through Sept. 15, 2007 

Free 2 week trial 
Free batteries for 1 year 
Free 2 year warranty 

(Restrictions apply) 

Visit us during our 2 day event 

Wed. Aug. 22 , 9 am - 7 pm • Fri. Aug. 24 , 9 am - 7 pm 

Appointments Strictly Required 

Audiology Affiliates 

142 Joralemon St. • 6th Floor • Suite 6A 
off Clinton St. in Brooklyn Heights 

(71 8) 875-31 31 (718) 858-6734 



Oticon ♦ Delta 

Life* Style* Freedom. 
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Williamsburg Branch, 240 Divi- 
sion Ave., at Marcy Avenue. 
(718) 625-0080. Free. 

AUDITION: The Strivelli Players 
holds an audition for its fall pro- 
duction: "Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dream- 
coat." Noon to 4 pm. St. Berna- 
dette's School, 1313 82nd St. 
Call for more information (718) 
907-3422. 

RED HOOK ART SHOW: Brooklyn 
Waterfront Artists Coalition 
presents its "Really Big Art 


CAFE STEINHOF: Today, "Slaugh- 
terhouse Five" (1972). 10:30 pm. 
422 Seventh Avenue at 14th 
Street. (718) 369-7776. Free. 


LIST YOUR EVENT... 


GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 55 Washington St., Suite 624, Brooklyn, 
NY 1 1 201 ; or by fax: (718) 834-9278. Listings are free and printed on a space 


Where there’s a Willow 

All the Heights is a stage for playwright Frank Polito 



THEATER 


"Another Day on Willow Street" 

runs through Aug. 26 at the Fringe 




at the neighbor- 


“The play really uses Brooklyn 
Heights and the feel of living there,” 
said Craig Bentley, Polito’s partner 
both on and off stage. “It explores 
why people choose to live there rather 
than in Manhattan, because of a real 
love of the Heights and Brooklyn gen- 

Additionally, it explores the rela- 
tionships of the two couples: an in- 
vestment banker and his pregnant 
wife (played by real life couple Fred 
Backus and Pamela Sabaugh) and 
their new acquaintances, a gay couple 
who want to get married — but not 
before one of them comes out to his 
family. 

“A lot of people who know us 


Dramatic Heights: Craig Bently, Frank Anthony Polito, Pamela Sabaugh 
and Fred Backus play two couples who find one another on the Prome- 
nade in "Another Day on Willow Street." 


Heights inspired him to invent the 
characters and to put them ii 
kinds of situations that th 
hood creates. 

“When the woman is sitting on the 
Promenade sipping Starbucks one 
day,” explained Polito, “she meets one 
of the gay men and they discover that 
they’re next door neighbors and be- 
come good friends.” 

The topicality of the play, with its 
issues of gay marriage and the impact 
of gentrification on a neighborhood in 
Brooklyn, is intensified by its being 
set just before Sept.l 1 , 2001 . 

As for the complexities of two real 
life couples portraying two couples, 
Polito said he’s just a bit nervous 
about acting opposite his real life 


“The conflict of the gay couple is 
so close to a conflict that we had in 
real life,” he said. “I hope Craig re- 
members that I’m just acting!” 



KIDS • SCHOOL • STYLE • TEENS • CAMPS • MUSIC 


PARENT 
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^ Fencing 
Center 



• Group Closses 

• Open Fencing 

• Privote Lessons 

• Summer Comps 


The Hamptons ain't for kids 
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The play’s the Thing 


Three days 
in the bus 


leagues 


T hey don’t call it the bus leagues for 

nothing. The Cyclones have just completed a six-day 
road trip. After three games in Lowell, Mass., the 
team played three more games in Oneonta, NY, about a half- 
hour from the National Baseball Hall of Fame. 

The team leaves about an hour after their contest upstate, and 
after a five-hour bus ride from Oneonta, the Cyclones’ bus pulls 
into the Keyspan Park parking lot at 3 am on Sunday, Aug. 5. 

Matt Bouchard, the Brooklyn shortstop, boards one of two 
vans and is driven to the Cyclones dorm at Polytechnic Uni- 
versity in Downtown Brooklyn. He goes to his room, which 
he shares with pitcher Dillon Gee, and is soon asleep. 

But not for long. 

Four hours later, he’s up and in one of the local Starbucks 
for a breakfast of coffee and an egg, sausage and cheese 
sandwich. Then, after hanging around in the dorm, it’s back 
in the van for the trip to the ballpark for the 5:00 pm game 
against Aberdeen. 

Usually, the team reports to Keyspan Park in time to be 
dressed for stretching four hours before a game. In order to get 
the team some rest, manager Edgar Alfonzo has eliminated bat- 
ting and infield practice today, but the players do stretch and 

Bouchard is supplied with two bats by the Cyclones. Both 
broke on the road trip, so he is issued two new ones before 
the game. He is starting at shortstop, batting ninth. 

At bat in the second inning with the bases loaded, his new 
bat works, as he hits the ball off the Garguilo’s sign in left 
center. He picks up two RBIs, but settles for a single because 
the runner ahead of him couldn’t advance past second. 



He later grounds out, strikes out, and grounds out in 
Brooklyn’s 12-6 win. His play in the field is routine. 

That night he gets a free spread of food - he takes pasta 
and salad — in the players’ lounge in the clubhouse, then it’s 
back in the van for the half-hour trip to the dorm. It’s an ear- 
ly night for most of the players, with mainly Sportscenter and 
baseball on television. 

T he next morning, there’s another ride in the van to 
Keyspan Park, arriving at 10:30, only an hour-and-a 
half before the noon start on Camp Day. Once again, 
manager Alfonzo has cut down on the pre-game workout in 
order to get the players more rest. 

The Cyclones take the field with Bouchard in his usual 
spots, at shortstop and batting ninth. 

But the team seems sluggish this time, when these players 
normally eat breakfast, and the contest becomes a reversal of 
the easy victory the night before. 

Bouchard is fielding all right, but he’s 0-for-2 at the plate. 
In the sixth inning, Chris Fournier is at third base, and 
Bouchard apparently misses a squeeze sign from Alfonzo, 
coaching at third. Even though Fournier avoids being retired 
on the play, Alfonzo is not pleased. 

In the bottom of the sixth inning, loaquin Rodriguez has 
replaced Bouchard in the line-up with Rodriguez taking third 
and Jake Eigsti moving from thud base over to shortstop. 

The normally reliable and alert Bouchard gets the message. 

“I missed the sign,” he says after the game that the Cy- 
clones lost 11-6. 

The players now have to shower and eat — there’s anoth- 
er players’ spread of food in their lounge — then they have 
about an hour-and-a-half before the 6 pm bus departure for 
Niles, Ohio, home of the Mahoning Valley Scrappers, a 
Cleveland Indians’ farm team. 

The players have some rare free time, so they store their 
gear in the underneath luggage area of the bus. 

S ome players walk around the neighborhood or make 
phone calls, but Bouchard and all the other players 
are seated on the bus well-before the scheduled depar- 

The bus trip takes over eight hours, including a brief stop 
along the highway for food. 

The players enter a Days Inn, modest at best, close to the 
shopping mall that abuts the ballpark. 

When the players awake the next morning, it’s raining. 
The rain continues, and the game is called at 3 pm, four 
hours before game time. 

They’ll be a make-up doubleheader the next evening, but 
for now Bouchard can relax — after the team takes the posi- 
tion players to lift weights at a local gym. 

The players then shop, and after dinner, Bouchard and his 
road roommate, Brandon Kawal, watch television. 

Bouchard has been fielding well, showing good range and 
hands, but he’s batting just 243. 

The former Georgetown University star wants to hike that 
average, but for now he gets to rest — a task often complet- 
ed more easily on the road than at home. 

It’s not a bad life in the minors, but it is busy. 

There’s a double-header the next night, but that’s not bad. 
The only bus trips tomorrow are five minute ones to-and- 
from the ballpark. 

CHANNELING THE BARD 


Each week, Ed Shakespeare, the bard of Brooklyn baseball, 
will take a page from his ancient ancestor and add a bit of 
iambic pentameter to all our lives. This week's contribution is 
called "The Sound of Silence 
The sound of silence. Oxymoron? Yes. 

Impossible to get at Keyspan Park. 

Although improving some, I do confess 
The noises still assault , the sounds do bark. 

At times a fan will want to talk a bit, 

Converse with friends, discuss a play they've seen. 

Perhaps just there in contemplation sit. 

The game is rural, played upon a green. 

The pace not frantic, moments free to hear 
Sounds of action. The crack of bats, the whacks 
Of ball in glove and cheers of fans are dear. 

Not blares, and those mechanical attacks. 

The constant music, canned fake claps — enough 
Already. Shut it off! That's not so tough. 

\ r 



A look inside Hector’s laboratory 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Cyclones’ bullpen is 
not just a place to warm up a 
pitcher’s arm — it’s a labora- 
tory. And it’s created a mon- 
ster: The best pitching staff in 
the New York-Penn League. 

Take those two aluminum 
stakes in the ground on either 
side of the bullpen home plates, 
the ones with the rubber band 
strung between them, for exam- 
ple. 

It’s not something out of a 
sci-fi film. Pitching coach Hec- 
tor Berrios places the rubber 
band at knee height, so pitchers 
can get a 3-D representation of 
the strike zone. 

“I got the idea from [Mets 
pitching coach] Rick Peterson,” 
said Berrios. “Pitchers have to 
learn to keep the ball at knee 
height and below. That way, the 
batter only sees the top half of 
the ball, and if he hits it, we get 
a groundout.” 

The Cyclones even take the 
stakes and rubber bands on the 
road, to use in enemy bullpens. 

The Clones’ pen has other 
unusual devices, as well, in- 
cluding a “backwards mound.” 

In addition to the two regular 
mounds, the Cyclones have a 



Cyclones pitching coach Hector Berrios has installed guide wires in the team's bullpen to help teach pitchers to keep 
their pitches down. Here, catcher Jason Jacobs warms up the pitcher Eric Neisen with the help of the guides. 


mound that faces the wrong 
way — in other words, the 
pitcher has to pitch uphill. 

“With a regular mound, 
pitchers can get lazy and not 
finish their pitches, not pull the 
hand all the way down because 
it’s too easy for them because 
they’re throwing downhill,” 
said Berrios. 

And there’s one more unusu- 
al sight in the Brooklyn pen: 
Buddy, an inflatable batter that 
gets pitchers accustomed to see- 
ing a batter. 

But, alas, Buddy is injured. 

“His upper body is fine, but 
the [deflated] leg has put him 
on the DL,” said Berrios. 

Cyclones left-hander Josh 
Appell spilled the beans on the 
incident that disabled Buddy. 

“Dillon Gee had been pitch- 
ing him inside and hit him a 
few times. Then Gee threw an 
inside fastball and popped his 
leg open.” 

Berrios said he’s hoping to 
have Buddy up and about soon 
— which is a good idea, con- 
sidering that his fully function- 
ing laboratory has helped create 
a pitching staff with the lowest 
ERA in the New York-Penn 


Grady’s off the market 


By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

After every Cyclones game (especially 
after a win!), it’s customary to see players 
conversing with the female fans outside the 
stadium. However, one Clone finds himself 
always going home with the same woman. 

Her name is Alexis. Her husband’s name is 
Grady Hinchman. 

Just recently celebrating his one-year wed- 
ding anniversary, Hinchman is still gaga over 
his stunning blonde wife, crediting her as 
playing an instrumental part in the develop- 

“I couldn’t have ever asked for more,” said 
Hinchman, who is 1-1 with a 2.89 ERA and 
18 strikeouts in just over 18 innings. 

“We got married last year during the all- 
star break in Hagerstown. She’s always been 


behind me, 100 percent. If my world came 
crashing down, I know she would still be 
there for me.” 

Given that Hinchman is getting up in years 
— he’s 26 — his wife could be the first per- 
son to tell him to give up and get a job. But 
she’s sticking with her man’s plan. 

“She was the first one that said I needed to 
do this,” said Hinchman. 

“This isn’t the easiest life to live, going 
from city to city. But knowing that she totally 
supports me gives me so much confidence. 
She’s my biggest fan and supporter. 

“It’s great to know that she’s willing to put 
her life on hold so I can live my dream,” 
added Hinchman. 

“It’s the greatest feeling in the world to 
know that someone loves me that much and 
would support me no matter what.” 



Cyclone southpaw Grady Hinchman. 


Dem Bums’ last season 


To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Brook- 
lyn Dodgers' final, dismal campaign, The Brooklyn 
Paper will provide a weekly reminder of the fabled 
Boys of Summer. Here's this week's highlight: 

Aug. 17, 1957 Pirates 7 - Dodgers 3 
Stick a fork in this team, they're done. Sandy Koufax was 
staked to a 3-0 lead early, but couldn't get out of the fifth, 
yielding six runs before being yanked. The loss, before just 
6,800 fans, dropped Brooklyn 8-1/2 games out. 




Ouch! 

He hasn't reacted yet, but Cyclone Jefferies Tatford will soon realize 
he's been hit by a pitch in the sixth inning of Sunday's game. 


Bruin Brant Bustich breaks in 


By Ed Shakespeare 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

The Cyclones have added right- 
hander and UCLA alum Brant Rustich 
to their formidable stable of pictures. 

Selected in the second round of this 
year’s draft, Rustich, the El Cajon, Califor- 
nia product, went 3-2, 6.67 ERA at UCLA 
before signing with the Mets and starting 
his professional career at Kingsport. 

The 6-foot-6 former Bruin pitched in 
five games in the Appalachian League, 
starting two contests and going 1-0 with 
a 1 .87 ERA. He threw 10.1 innings and 
struck out ten, allowing one walk. 

“Obviously, pitching in Brooklyn is 
different than at Kingsport [where crowds 
are much smaller ],” said Rustich. 

“There are 8,000 here almost every 
night. At UCLA a crowd of 1,500 
would be really big for us.” 

But Rustich isn’t a stranger to a 
packed house. 


“At Orleans [in the amateur Cape 
Cod League] we once played in front of 
12,000,” he said. 

“I really like the crowds. I thrive un- 
der pressure, and I like the excitement.” 
Rustich seemed to enjoy the excite- 
ment of his maiden Brooklyn appearance 
as he pitched the eighth inning Sunday 
and allowed a single, striking out two. 

Manager Edgar Alfonzo liked Rus- 
tich’s work. 

“Big guy, throws hard,” Alfonzo said 
in his succinct post-game appraisal. 

Little minor things 

Yes, you’re a professional ball player 

— but remember, you’re not in the big 
leagues. 

There, luggage seems to be magically 
transported from your hotel room to bus 
to airplane to bus to your new hotel room. 
In the minors, you cany your own bags 

— one for personal items and one for 
your equipment. And it doesn’t end there. 

On Cyclone road trips, manager 


Edgar Alfonzo assigns the players team 
equipment to lug around. For each road 
trip, a list is posted in the clubhouse, 
and each assigned player has to carry 
not only his own equipment, but the as- 
signed team equipment. 

The player takes the baggage onto 
the bus in Brooklyn, then to the ball- 
park, back on the bus after each game 
— everywhere throughout the entire trip 

Here’s just a partial listing of the 17 
items players had to carry on the recent 
trip to Ohio to play Mahoning Valley: Dil- 
lon Gee was assigned the blue trunk; Dan 
McDonald the red sprint bag; Micah 
Sc hillin g the orange food cooler; Steve 
Chaney the bullpen strings; J.R. Voyles 
the batting ball bag; Jake Eigsti the field- 
ing ball bag, and Nick Carr the camera 
and gun (don’t worry, it’s not violent, it’s a 
radar gun used to record pitches’ speeds). 

Oh yes, Brant Rustich and Eddie 
Kunz, both new guys and high draft 
picks, had to cany two laundry bags each. 


Righty’s 
got the 
ink on 

By Patrick Hickey Jr. 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Cyclones reliever Will Mor- 
gan may be leading the team in 
ERA this season, but he’s look- 
ing to lead the team in another 
category not found in any pro- 
fessional box score: tattoos. 

Currently sporting a wicked 
tribal tattoo with a baseball in 
between his shoulders, Morgan 
sees himself adding a few more 
pieces into his collection in the 

“I only have this piece on 
my back right now, but I want 
to get something on my calf for 
my grandpa,” said Morgan. “I 
don’t know when I’m going to 
get it though. I’d also like to get 
something done while I’m in 
Brooklyn, too; it would be 
cool.” 

The 22-year-old Californian 
is so into tats that he’s even get- 
ting his teammates in on the 
inking action. 

“I know that [outfielder Raul] 
Reyes wants to get a Virgin 
Mary on his forearm,” said Mor- 
gan. “[Reliever Steve] Clyne 
and I were going to get one on 
our last day off, but the tattoo 
parlor was booked full. He 
wants a cross on his back and 
it’ll be his first tattoo, so it 
makes me feel good knowing I 
went with him.” 



BROOKLYN LEGENDS BOBBLEHEAD SERIES 

CONTINUES... 


^first 2,500) 


presented by & 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 16 at 7:00pm 

vs. HUDSON VALLEY RENEGADES 

FRIDAY AUGUST 17 at 7:UDpm 

vs. HUDSON VALLEY RENEGADES 
T-SHIRT (first 2,500) presented by IVIIDW00D AMBULANCE 

SATURDAY AUGUST 18 at 6:U0pm 

vs. STATEN ISLAND YANKEES 
TOTE BAG (first 2,500) presented by TMI - CHEF ONE 

THECYpLONES 

l\fSTP BROOKLYN. 
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Tornado hits, killing trees, damaging homes 


This story was reported by Mat- 
thew Lysiak for The Brooklyn Pa- 
per and by Associated Press re- 
porters including Verena Dobnik 
A rare tornado ripped 
through Bay Ridge early Wed- 
nesday, uprooting trees, damag- 
ing homes and cars, and knock- 
ing out subway service during 
the morning rush hour. 

The related storm whipped 
through the rest of Brooklyn, 
wreaking havok. 

Residents were awakened be- 


tween 5:30 and 6 am by the 
sound of car alarms, thunder, and 
trees crashing down to the 
ground as the powerful wind and 
rain storm attacked. 

Tornadoes have hit New York 
City before, but not often. The 
National Weather Service had 
records of at least five, but none 
was as strong as Wednesday’s 
twister, which had winds as high 
as 135 mph. 

The service had only sketchy 
details on the last reported torna- 


do sighting in Brooklyn, in 1889. 

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime 
event,” said Jeffrey Tongue, a 
Weather Service meteorologist. 

In Bay Ridge, the worst area 
may have been Ovington Avenue 
between Ridge Boulevard and 
Third Avenue. Some of trees on 
the block were ripped out of the 
ground, while the few trees left 
standing had large limbs pulled 
off. 

Spectators in awe of nature’s 
wrath crowded emergency crews. 


Others gathered at the busy inter- 
section of 68th Street and Third 
Avenue, taking pictures of the a 
large tree that uprooted an entire 
square of sidewalk. 

Few streets escaped damage. 

“I have lived here for 38 years 
and this is one of the worst I re- 
member,” said resident Henry 
Putko. “The storm came through 
and just ripped up everything in 
its path.” 

The roads weren’t the only 
things affected. The R Train was 


Health, Mind & Body 


DENTISTS I DENTISTS 




FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

Evening (bet. Flatbush & Vanderbilt Aves) [ rl n-ance 

nssr (718)622-8020 


temporarily shut down, as were 
several subways lines in Down- 
town Brooklyn. 

“One big rain and it all falls 
apart,” said Ruby Russell, 64, as 
she sat waiting on a train in 
Brooklyn. She had been trying to 
get to Manhattan for three hours. 

State Sen. Marty Golden asked 
Gov. Spitzer to proclaim Bay 
Ridge a disaster area because of 
the weather and, mote specifically, 
the “tornado and flash flooding 
that ripped through the area.” 

“I have witnessed the signifi- 
cant damage caused by the winds 
and flash flooding which requires 
a rapid and coordinated re- 
sponse,” Golden said. “It’s im- 
perative that the governor acts 
quickly and does the right thing 
for these communities so that the 
people have access to all re- 
sources and financial assistance.” 
One man standing by his car 
surveyed the damage done by a 
falling tree while waiting for the 
fire tracks to get to his street. 

“This kind of wind looks like 
it was a tornado,” said Anjan 
Rau, as his car sat smothered by a 
giant branch. “I hope my insur- 
ance is going to cover this.” 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of injuries, and Community 
Board 10 was out on the streets 
getting estimates of the damage, 
according to the office. 

Keeping the subways dry is a 



Fallen trees cover Ovington Avenue on Wednesday, Aug. 8. 


challenge, even in regular weather. 
On an average day, hundreds of 
MTA pumps remove 13 million 
gallons of water from the system. 

Public officials called for im- 
provements in the drainage sys- 
tem after a similar rain-related 
shutdown in 1999, and the MTA 
made some changes after another 
round of paralyzing tunnel floods 


in 2004, when the remnants of 
Hurricane Frances washed out 
the subways for hours. 

The city’s sewer and storm- 
water drains can handle steady 
rain, “but when it comes to these 
very intense, high inch-count rain 
events, over a short period of 
time, it is very difficult,” said 
Michael Saucier, a spokesman 


for the city’s Department of Envi- 
ronmental Protection. 

DEP Commissioner Emily 
Lloyd said the city is spending 
$300-million per year upgrading 
its piping systems and has been 
gradually building a more robust 
stormwater drainage system to 
replace the old combined sewers 
that handled wastewater and rain. 


Legislators seek fresh 
Atlantic Yards oversight 


We’ve Moved! 


Park Slope Family 

DENTISTRY 

— 245 Fifth Avenue — 

between Carroll & Garfield 


• Emergency Service 

• Pediatric Dentistry 

• Root Canal Therapy 

• Implant Restorations 

• Laminates • Bleaching 

• White Fillings • Bonding 

• Fluoride • Sealants 

• Cleanings • Crowns 

• Bridges • Dentures 

• Non/Surgical Gum Care 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack 


Free Consultation 
24 Hr Phone Service 
mSMB 

789-5700 


Affordable Family Dentistry 
in Modern Pleasant Surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 
Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 

• Tooth Bleaching (whitening) 

• Cosmetic Dentistry, Porcelain Facings & Inlays, 
Bonding Crowns & Bridges (Capping) 

• Painless, Non-Surgical Gum Treatment 

• Root Canal • Extractions • Dentures • Cleanings 

• Impant Dentistry • Fillings (tooth colored) 

• Stereo headphones • Analgesia (Sweet air) 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 
624-5554 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 


\ MURRAY FRYD.DDS 

578 Fifth Avenue 

(bet. 16 St. & Prospect Ave) 

788-3290 

(Above Ramirez Travel Agency in Our New Modem Office) 

• Cosmetic (Capping & Bonding) 

- Restorative (Dentures & Bridgework) 

• Nitrous Oxide (Sweet Air) 

• Root Canal • Gum Treatment 

All Union and Insurance 
Plans and Medicaid 
Welcome. Discounts for 
Senior Citizens 



General and Implant 
Dentistry 



Jeff C. Strachan, dds 

1 89 Montague St., Suite #800A 
Brooklyn Heights 



• Bleaching/ZOOM 2 

• Cosmetic Dentistry 

• Crowns & Bridges 

• Oral Surgery 


• Treatment of Gum Disease 

• Fixed & Removable Bridges 

• Emergencies Seen SAME DAY 




COURTEOUS AND 
COMPREHENSIVE 
DENTAL CARE 

Provided at our spacious, 
modern and friendly office 

Providing Excellence in All Phases of Dentistry 
COSMETIC DENTISTRY : Porcelain Laminates, Tooth Color Fillings, 


Metal Free Crowns. Porcelain Inlays, Onlays, Tooth Whitening 
IMPLANT DENTISTRY : Surgical Placement and Restoration 
PERIODONTICS : Non-Surgical and Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
ROOT CANAL THERAPY : Using State of the Art Rotary Instrumentation 


Emergency Patients are seen on the same day! 

EUGENE D. STANISLAUS, D.D.S. 
LEE R. GAUSE, D.D.S. 

189 Montague Street, Suite 800B - 8th Floor 
Brooklyn Heights • Telephone: (718) 857-6639 
Office Hours by Appointment 


DERMATOLOGY 


LASERS 

FOR 



FREE LIPOSUCTION CONSULTATION 


Alan R. Kling, M.D. 

Board Certified Deraaatologist fe 

Conditions Related To Hair, Skin & Nails ¥ 


27 8th Avenue 

Par°k Slope,' ^Brooklyn 

(718) 636-0425 


lOOO Park Avenue 

New York City, NY 

(212) 288-1300 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


It’s Never too late. Take a Chance! 

LIFE CAN CHANGE 

Extensive Exp, in working with trauma survivors & those 


Groups, Couples & Individuals Psychotherapy 

Lillian Engelson, LCSW 917 972-7138 

Insurance reimbursement • PVT Brooklyn Office 


By Ariella Cohen 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Keep the Atlantic Yards status quo and lose the dough. 
Brooklyn elected officials joined with a coalition of civic 
groups this week to demand that the state create a new, local gov- 
ernmental body to manage the $4-billion, state-sponsored devel- 
opment — or lose $205-million in city funding. 

“There should be no more taxpayer money going to this proj- 
ect until some governmental accountability is provided,” said 
Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Prospect Heights) at a Borough 
Hall press conference sponsored by the coalition, known as 
BrooklynSpeaks . 

The coalition wants to put the kibosh on funding for the Yards — 


THOR... 

Continued from page 6 

veloper. He or she called Sin’s plan “atrocious,” but never explained 
what its main atrocities are. 

Nowhere, it seems, is anyone willing to remind the mayor of one 
important benefit of Sitt’s plan: it is a plan! For the first time in 
decades, there is an actual plan on the table. But rather than debate 
it on the merits, “city officials” are going on paid junkets and nego- 
tiating through hand-picked stooges in the media. (And, all the 
while, negotiating with Sin behind closed doors, the papers have re- 
ported.) 

The irony, of course, is that the city already has a perfectly good 
way of hashing out the merits or exposing the demerits of a given 
development proposal: the existing seven-month Uniform Land-Use 
Review Procedure. Sure, it’s a jargon-filled mouthful, but ULURP 
(as the insiders call it), is required whenever a developer seeks a 
zoning change (Atlantic Yards did not go through ULURP because 
the state’s development agency superceded local oversight, an egre- 
gious power grab the unfortunate consequences of which the city 
will be living with for decades). 

Under ULURP, a wide variety of local officials — from commu- 
nity board members, to the borough president, to planning commis- 
sioners, to Councilmembers to the mayor himself — get to weigh 
in, negotiate, demand concessions and, if still unsatisfied, vote “no.” 

So here’s our suggestion to the Bloomberg Administration: 

Let Joe Sitt apply for his zoning change, force him to make con- 
cessions so that he can get through the land-use review process with 
the necessary approvals, and stop all this back-room, leak-driven 
nonsense. 


DENO... 

Continued from page 1 

But if the exchange goes through, Vourderis may be left spinning 
his wheel towards another plan. 

City officials have said repeatedly that they oppose rezoning the 
heart of the amusement district — bordered by Surf Avenue, the 
boardwalk, Stillwell Avenue and West Fifth Street — for hotels, 
time-shares or condos. Such uses are not “appropriate for the amuse- 
ment district,” Janel Patterson, spokeswoman for the city’s Econom- 
ic Development Corporation said this week. 

Vourderis and his brother Steve bought Wonder Wheel Park in 
1983 from Freddy Garms, whose father designed its namesake ride 
and forged its 150-foot-high frame in steel on the boardwalk-front 
site. “We bought this place because we love showing people a good 
time,” Vourderis said. 

Vourderis’ landlord, Jack Ward, has sold his 80,000-square-foot 
property to Sitt for $11 million, according to Vourderis. Ward did not 
return phone calls from The Brooklyn Paper. 

The Wonder Wheel operator said that while his immediate con- 
cern was to keep his popular kid-friendly rides in motion and to 
maintain Coney’s freak-friendly character, “we’ll do what we have 
to do to stay competitive.” 

Up the block from Deno’s Wonder Wheel Park and across Surf 
Avenue from Nathan’s Famous, an old Coney dreamer has been 
holding onto the pedestrian thoroughfare’s grandest structure — the 
long- vacant flapper-era Shore Theater. 

With Sitt just around the comer, Horace Bullard believes that his 
French Renaissance-style movie palace, formerly the Loews Coney 
Island, will be worth millions more to any potential tenant worth the 
sea-salt in Coney’s air. 

“If hotels are coming, then I’ll put a tower up the back of my 
building,” said Bullard, the flamboyant founder of the Kansas Fried 
Chicken chain, which had a restaurant on the ground floor of the 
building for many years. 

Bullard bought the ornate theater — then falling apart and being 
used as a bingo hall — in 1978, as he was acquiring land to build a 
multi-million dollar amusement park on the former site of Coney’s 
famous Steeplechase Park, a plan that died a few years later. He 
owned the Thunderbolt roller coaster, which the city considered a 
dangerous eyesore. The Thunderbolt was demolished during con- 
struction of Key span Park next door, in 2000. 

By the early-1980s, the 2,387-seat theater was gutted, with even 
Bullard’s Kansas Fried Chicken closing a few years later. He is now 
working on a renovation of the facade, he said. 

In March, Bullard sold to Sitt a piece of property closer to the 
ocean for $13 million, according to city records. The developer has- 
n’t asked him for a price on his crumbling movie palace, he said. 

“We’re not rivals exactly,” he said, referring to Sitt. “We’re all 
just waiting to see what the city will decide.” 



the largest real estate project ever proposed for the borough — until 
a new organization is created to oversee its implementation. They 
say that the project has not been managed with the same level of 
governmental involvement as major projects in other boroughs — 
and that because of that, community concerns have been ignored. 

“This must change,” said Councilman David Yassky (D- 
Brooklyn Heights). 

The demand comes three months after a 200-foot-wide para- 
pet collapsed at a building on the site, raining chunks of stone on 


Voicing their demands at a press conference on Wednesday in 
Borough Hall: State Sen. James Brennan, Councilwoman Letitia 
James, and Assemblywoman Velmanette Montgomery. 


cars and forcing the evacuation of 300 people from a shelter next 
door. Following the construction accident, the Empire State De- 
velopment Corporation officials who currently oversee the proj- 
ect promised to appoint an ombudsman and construction liaison, 
and hold regular group meetings with local elected officials. 

In the months since, the agency has hired an environmental 
compliance monitor and interviewed several candidates for the 
ombudsman position, but failed to hold group meetings with lo- 
cal elected officials or hire a construction liaison. An investiga- 
tion of the collapse of the Wards Bakery parapet hasn’t been 
completed, according to reports. 

Critics say that progress hasn’t come fast enough. 

“We need an entity that will include local officials that repre- 
sent affected communities to address [these] needs,” said Gib Ve- 
coni, a Prospect Heights resident and a member of the Brooklyn 
Speaks Coalition. 

ESDC spokesman Errol Cockfield said that group’s proposal 
will be considered. “We’ll review what they have proposed,” he 
said. “But what is important is not the form that the governance 
takes, but the substance.” 
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Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 



FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 


«. 718 349-7555 






Serving All 
of NYC 


RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 






Contact Carlo 
718-775-4171 ass 
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Free estimates. 


Call Carlos 888-727.3235 o 






Visit us online at: 



REAL ESTATE 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent 


Bushwick; 3/3 Bdrms Avail. 

Pre-war Fully Renov ■ Hrdwd Firs EIK 
Vry Sunny New App. $1450 Call Frank 

718-679-1242 Realtor Fee A33 




1250 SF Med. Ofc. 

PRIME LOC DRm'n BLDG. 
Walk to subway Nr Hosp. 
W/Reception, 3 Exams, 
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MGT: 212-213-0123 x 231 
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HOUSES 


Staten Island 


For Sale 

2™Rs.T-T/^B°ths 3 Priv 


718-797-4661 ER3 3 


ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 



HOUSES / NEW JERSEY 


Move to a Suburb 
even a New Yorker can love ' 'T# 







Notice of formation of Action 5, LLC; Arts of Org., 
filed with NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 07/05/2007. 
Office in Kings County; SSNY designated agent for 
service of process with copy mailed to c/o Joe 
Garden, 418 17th Street, Apt. 1A, Brooklyn, NY 
11215, All lawful busir 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you are 
buying or selling in F ort Greene & Clinton Hill, I can smooth 
the humps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 



We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 




SERVICES 


gg TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping 
Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718 - 623-6528 
240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized ?T t Center A51 



EMPLOYMENT 



nancial activities. BA in Accounting 



Call (917) 613-6247 
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Jagtrall'ADAM^t 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G. Gray, P.C. 

(718) 237-2023 


CLIP^nd SAVE 




Advertising Sales 


The Brooklyn Paper, 

Brooklyn's largest circulation newspaper 
and leading local web site, has immediate high- 
income openings in its advertising sales depart- 
ment for both print and web sales. These are new 
opportunities created by our rapid growth. We 
ndidates who have sales, but 
!. The Brooklyn Paper offers a 
congenial team atmosphere and very competitive 


Put AD SALES in the subject line. 
Or call (718) 834-9350 ext 104 


The Brooklyn Paper 
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Appliance Repair 


EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Air Conditioners • 

■ Washers & Dryers ■ 

■ Stoves & Ovens ■ 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


I Leinster fr 
Contracting 

Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 

Lie #05-0086 INSURED 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

• From Conception to Completion 
Residential, Commercial, Manufacturing 

• Realistic Estimates & Time Schedules 


General Contracting 
• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 
■ Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 

martin@mdparchitects.com 


CLASSICAL CUSTOMER 

AWNINGS 

ALUMINUM- PLASTIC- RETRACT 


FREE ESTIMATES SINCE 1980 

718-528-2401 

WWW.CLASSICAL-IRON.COM 

LIC#1 069538 W 31 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 




John 

Costelloe 


John Costelloe (718) 768-7610 


Carpentry Plus 

• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock 



Cleaning Services 


Heights Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleanin g 

David Contreras (917)716-3437 
david@heightscleaning.com 
www.heightscleaning.com 

Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 

Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 
marirc6@aol.com ^ 

ENLIGHTENED 

Cleaning Service, Inc. 

Complete Cleaning 


718-573-4165 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM a' 
(718) 834-9350 ext 1i 


Bathroom, Kitchen 8c Tile 


Why Replace When You Can Restore? 
■ Rejuvenate Your Bathroom! 




Premier Bath, Inc. 

1-866-399-8827 

www.premierbathsiiK.<om for Special Savings 


I £L Q> I JT Everything for your bath and kitche 
AOtlX Offering interest free financing 

{Tile Studio 

| Kitchen and bath designers on staff 



336 9th Street °P en 7 da y s a week 

(bet. 5th and 6th Aves.) Bklyn, NY MonZTwiSoam -TsOpm 

(7 1 8) 369-687 3 Sat: 1 0am - 5pm • Sun 1 1 am - 5 pm 


© FACE LIFT 
CONTRACTING 

BEFORE AFTER 

Restorations & Remodeling 
Exterior & Interior 

Over 20 Years Experience 

Stripping & Refinishing 
Finished Basements 
Room Additions • Kitchens & Baths 
Tile • Marble • Granite • Ceramic Tile • Painting 
Plastering • Roofing • Siding • Plumbing & Electric 
Ceilings & Floors • Lofts • Apartments • Brownstones 
Residential - Commercial Rubbish Removal 
Design & Consulting 
Exclusive 10 Year Warranty 
Local, Reliable, 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
First Time Home Buyer Discount & Concessions 
To Help You On Your Way 
All Types of Repair Expertly Done 

A 31-23 Ask for George: 

A 1-347-724-6540 A 

Senior Citizen Discount 
Licensed & Insured 


Contractors 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

General 
Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


FREE ESTIMATES 


718-686-1100 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN -PRODUCTS -REMODELING 

Residential Remodeling 
Specialists 

Complete Home Interior 
and kitchen remodeling 
License# 1207599 



Carp. 

Home Improvement - Interior & Exterior 


CUSTOM DESIGNED CLOSETS 
An Affordable Luxury... 

■ Designed in your home 

• Custom fit to your closet 

• Installed by craftsmen with love, 


MAX@W()RK.. 



Always 
exoeedlkvg) your expect ati-or 


S&D HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 


•Sheetrock -Taping 

•Int/Ext Painting -Doors 


(718) 998-1110 


. Chris Mullins 

i General Contracting 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@aol.com 
Fully Insured -Lic#1252474 A3114 

S 8c M Construction 

Waterproofing & Roofing 
All kinds of brick, 
masonry & cement work 
Brownstone Specialist 

Free Estimates - Call Masir 

Cell: (347) 267 - 4524 
Office: (718) 368-3699 


JTC ASSOCIATES 

Renovation ■ New Construction 
Custom Design 

.safee, | 

Gut Rehabs Apartments 
Kitchens Bathrooms 
Interior Exterior 


W.JTCASSOC.C 


PH: (718) 857-2900 


L.D. Contractor 

LICENSED AND INSURED 
Kitchen - Bathroom - Woodfloors 
Entire House & Apartment Renovation 

Call: 212-203-1122 


Wright Contracting Inc. 

We do things Wrig ht 

We Specialize in All types of remodeling 
Painting • Flooring 8 - Wall Tiling 

^S' Cem 9inT6-5997 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

.cEEL, Jobs are Owner Supervised 

• Finished Basements We have been -Window 

doing a great job .Additions 

for over ten years .R D °™ rs r 

718-375-8292 


Lie# 1157104 


Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
"No Job Too Big or Too Small’’ 


Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie.# FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
89871 1 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 
A37 


To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


DECKS 

by Bart 


ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 

Free Estimates 

Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 



We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 


• Techniciai 
of older hi 

• Saturday £ 


• Mention this ad and save $25. 

I Christopher John Call 718-389-91 
Electrical Inc. www.ChristJon.ci 


NAM — 

f DEMOLITION 

<& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


(718) 965-8024 


ALECTRAinc. 


71 8-522-3893 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 




24br service. Free Installation 

Call Nick (718) 331-3210 


(718) 633-1859 
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Since 1969 Father & Son 
Owned and Operated 

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL 
Difficult Termite Problems 
- Our Specialty 






BROOKLYN FENCE 
DISTRIBUTORS 

1504 Ralph Ave. Bklyn, NY 11236 

(718) 444-8554 

ALL TYPES OF FENCES 
Custom Cedar, Stockade, FVC 

Privacy Slats, Gates, Security, 


Floor Maintenance 


D & K 

FLOOR SERVICE 

Parquet & Wood Flooring 

m i^718 7 2 °-2555 Se * 

* Kells * 
Wood Floors 

Hardwood Floors Installed & Repaired 

• Custom Colors 8c Designs 

Free Estimates INSURED 

Call Phillip (347) 531-6156 



Floor Maintenance 


EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation "Repairs 
•Scraping "Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 



Fencing 


1 



KITCHEN 


DRAGONETTI 

BROTHERS 

T 

LANDSCAPING, NURSERY 


1875 Ralph Ave. 
vww.dragonettibrothers.com 

(718)451-1300 


FULLY INSURED 

SURE THING 
HANDYMAN 

Painting • Carepntiy 


Ceramic Tile Work 
PROFESSIONAL & 
RELIABLE • ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 
Call Robert 718-249-6928 


CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 


Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

71 8-871-1 504 A3104 


KBM Handyman Services 

Floo P^ g R ^°r re 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 



Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


:► j tip 

£dfl TOP 
MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 


On 


718 484-7514 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY 


] 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Movers (Licensed) 


wwwArikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 
US DOT #130966 


TOP HAT MOVERS 


A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 

Family owned and operated for 
3 generations. For the lowest 
rates and best quality moving 
give us a call. 

Experienced & Reliable. 

2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 a 

Painting 
$100 per room 


Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921-2932 


718-439-7309 



Quality Work • Free Estimates 

718-921-6176 

To advertise on this 
page, call ADAM at 
(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


SUNSHINE 
PAINTING CO. 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
RESTORATION 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 

|Q H^H 

(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingny.com 

also online at brooklynpnper.com 



NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
■ m Plumbing 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 
24/7 • Emergency Service 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


FAST REPAIR INC. 


(718)258-4600 (718)645-0089 


Regan & Son 
Power Washing 

Homes, Decks, Gutters 
Down Spouts, Post Constr., 
Sidewalks & Gum Removal 
Fire & flood damage. 

718 - 633 - 7498 - 845 - 800-4327 


Fox Roofing 
& Restoration 

New Roofing • Patching ■ Coaling 
you MONEY by 


“ring ol 


Cool air in the Summer 
Call For a FREE Estimate 

1 - 800 - 945-5562 

LICENSED INSURED 


Plumbing 


Don’t Even Think 


About dhOMfOQ j Punb-na, hMong A AC 
cnrngtiflY wififrj: criUinQ Hie 

Mjfta iuro or. "ri 



ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate *31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 
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